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3. Fundamental rights

- Freedom of expression and media freedom, particular focus on follow up to Venice Commission Opinion on the anti-defamation package Citizenship rights, including on the planned investors citizenship scheme. 
The new draft-Law on Citizenship reflects a general view, while the "planned investors citizenship scheme” will be part of the drafting and approval of a sub-legal act. The Decision of the Council of Ministers will be drafted, consulted and approved after the adoption of the draft-law on Citizenship which is currently in Parliament.

The Draft Law on Citizenship regulates the acquisition of Albanian citizenship by naturalization, in cases when the Republic of Albania has a scientific, cultural and national interest, and when there is an economic interest, presented in the form of an investment, aiming at regulating these cases, as well as restricting the granting of citizenship, in particular for economic interest, by setting restrictive criteria, but also with the aim of filtering and verifying financial resources and by authorizing the regulation by a bylaw on the documentation and deadlines for its submission.
 

Regarding the procedures that will be regulated by sub-legal act, it is agreed in principle the verification of foreign investors in the country and mainly abroad through international organizations in the field of security, "1" in the country of residence or in countries where he has exercised the activity, "2" Verification the origin of the funding source through official channels. ​
- Procedural rights; juvenile justice; access to justice; legal aid (implementation of the new legal framework) (written point)
During 2019


Increasing professional capacity:
The trainings on juvenile justice are developed on the basis of the curriculum drafted with AS and with the support of the Swedish project “On Juvenile Criminal Justice”. Specialists have been trained to investigate crimes that deal with juvenile cases, as an obligation arising from the Juvenile Justice Code, as follow:
· 25 local police officers received a two-week training on the "Investigation of juvenile delinquency". This training was developed on the basis of the curriculum drafted with AS and with the support of the Swedish Juvenile Justice Project.

· 6 police officers and experts from all institutions and agencies of the juvenile criminal justice chain; police, prosecution, courts, probation service, prisons, juvenile protection unit attended two "Inter-institutional seminars for juveniles in conflict with the law"  held in Durrës and Tirana. This training was supported by the Swedish project For Juvenile Criminal Justice”.

· 18 police officers attended a two-day seminar on "Gender approaches to the investigation of juvenile cases, internal and external access" supported by the Swedish Juvenile Criminal Justice Project.

· During the period January - March 2020, a three-week training of trainers on "Scientific techniques of interviewing minors" was planned and organized. The first two weeks of training are over, but the third week has been suspended and postponed due to the COVID-19 situation.

SOPs and Infrastructure improvement:
· Standard Operating Procedures have been drafted for the “Juvenile Interview Unit, technical standards and procedures for the use of these facilities”, which with Order No. 7715, dated 05.06.2019, have been approved by the General Director of the State Police. 

· The work has been completed and five friendly facilities have been adopted/built for the interview of juveniles in five local police structures, while the work for the adaptation of these facilities and nine local police structures has started and continues.
Partnerships:

· Cooperation with the Swedish Police Authority has continued within the Memorandum of Understanding No. 817/9, dated 12.07.2018, "On Criminal Justice for Juveniles", between the Albanian State Police and the Swedish Police Authority, within the three-year program 2017 - 2020, "Strengthening the capacity of Albanian law enforcement agencies to meet human rights standards in juvenile justice - a comprehensive approach to the justice chain."

·  Cooperation with the Program "Strengthening Community Policing in Albania" (SCPA) ", to adapt / build an environment for interviewing minors in LPD-Elbasan.

· Cooperation with UNICEF - Albania, for the adaptation / construction of premises for interviewing minors in seven local police structures (LPD-Berat, LPD-Gjirokastra, LPD-Kukës, LPD-Dibër, LPD-Fier, Saranda Police Station and Korça Police Commissariat).

· Cooperation with the Association for Social Change Initiative - ARSIS, for the adaptation / construction of premises for interviewing minors in two local police structures (DVP-Lezha, Kurbin Police Commissariat), with which the Memorandum of Cooperation No. 8511 has been signed. Prot, dated 06.11.2019, "On providing and providing psychological assistance to juveniles during the preliminary investigation phase and emergency service for juveniles in need of immediate protection, identified by local structures of the State Police."
A) Statistical Data

During 2019, 2025 juveniles suspected as perpetrators of criminal offenses have been identified, where compared to the same period of the previous year, 222 juveniles suspected as perpetrators in criminal offenses result less than in 2018. In 2018, 2247 juveniles suspected as perpetrators has been identified. 

During 2019, a total of 1226 juveniles affected by criminal offenses were identified, where compared to the same period of the previous year, there are 22 juveniles affected by criminal offenses, less than in 2018. In 2018, 1248 affected juveniles have been identified. 


During January - March 2020, 367 suspects juvenile were identified as perpetrators of criminal offenses. Compared to the same period of 2019, where 435 juvenile suspects have been identified as perpetrators of criminal offenses, there are 68 fewer juveniles.


During January - March 2020, a total of 200 juveniles affected by criminal offenses were identified. Compared to the same period of 2019, where 235 affected juveniles were identified, there are 35 fewer affected juveniles.

- Right to life, prevention of torture and ill-treatment and prison system (focus on implementation of European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment’s recommendations) (written point)

Regarding the treatment of persons deprived of their liberty (arrested / detained) in the premises of the police and also as regards respecting of their rights, the following measures have been taken:
a. Review of reports and recommendations issued by the European Committee against Torture (CPT) and take necessary measures to implement its recommendations such as:
· Full evaluation of the CPT recommendations issued during the country visit in Albania, in November 2018. Based on the above, drafting, consulting and approval of the Work Program no. 5949, dated 19.07.2019 “On the fulfillment of the recommendations of the 2019 EC report on Albania, the recommendations of the Ombudsman and the European Committee against Torture (CPT), on improving the treatment and respect for the rights of persons deprived of their liberty in the premises of the State Police”.

Pursuant to the tasks of this Work Program, the following tasks have been performed / fulfilled:
· DSecurity rooms for the arrested / detained at the Tropoja Police Station were built and have become fully operational also per the order no. Nr. 171, dated 10.02.2020 "On the commissioning of security rooms, at the Tropoja Police Station, in LPD Kukës", of the GPD. The Project was supported by the Swedish Community Policing Program (SCPA).
· Premises of the security and escort rooms in the LPD / commissariats have been repaired cleaned and sanitized  in order to provide the necessary means for maintaining optimal standards of personal hygiene and cleanliness; 

· Closed and abolished the use of some rooms for arrested / detained with an area under 5 m2 in the premises of the security rooms in police stations no. 1, 2 and 3 in LPD Tirana as per the recommendations of the CPT. Their closure was made pursuant to Order no. 1010, dated 14.08.2019 "On the prohibition of detention and treatment of persons escorted and arrested / detained in premises / rooms that have insufficient surface and cubature and do not meet the required conditions."

· Pursuant to the Recommendations of the Ombudsman, the closure and sealing was done in order not to use it to keep the escorted persons - escort room in the Bulqiza Police Station, with Order no. 1010, dated 14.08.2019 "On the prohibition of detention and treatment of persons arrested / detained in premises / rooms that have insufficient surface and cubature and do not meet the required conditions."

·  Pursuant to the CPT's recommendation, cooperation has enhanced with the GD of Prisons for the timely transfer to the Penitentiary Institution of persons with the precountionary measure "arrest with prison".
· The situation in this regard has significantly improved, enabling the implementation of obligations and respect for the rights of persons deprived of liberty by timely transferring to the Penitentiary Institution those arrested / detained with the security measure "arrest with prison".
-
Medical checks and visits for the arrested / detained persons were carried based on definitions of the standard procedure "Treatment and security of arrested / detained persons in the premises of the State Police, identification and solution of requests for their complaints",  approved by Order No. 925, dated 18.07.2019 of the General Director of State Police, in LPD Tirana, Durres, Gjirokastra, Kukes, Berat, Vlora, Gjirokastra etc, and cooperation with medical institutions for the treatment of these persons in cases where a more specialized medical treatment is required. 

-   Controls have been carried out, based on the dynamics and problems evidenced or reported and published by the Ombudsman or the Organziations of the Civil Society ndaj the local structures of the State Police in order to fulfill the obligations for the treatment and guarantee of the rights of the escorted and arrested / detained persons in the police premises, such as: 1). In September 2019, the Department of Public Safety, in cooperation with the Department of  Support Services, has planned and conducted inspections of the structures of LPD Gjirokastra and Berat. 2). In November 2019, the Directorate of Professional Standards in cooperation with SIAC exercised control over the structures of LPD Dibër, where in addition to other issues was checked and in terms of conditions of escort, detention and treatment of escorts / arrested / detained and managing their data. c). In 26 - 28 February 2020, the control has been carried out in LPD Fier regarding measures taken for the treatment of the detained / arrested people. 2 non-serious disciplinary measures were taken against the responsible police officers who did not fulfill their duties in this regard.

b. In order to increase accountability and intensify measures to prevent and combat violence, ill-treatment, discriminatory treatment and respect for the legal rights of persons deprived of their liberty, several administrative acts of the General Director of State Police have been approved and sent to the relevant structures for implementation, such as:

· Note No. 3582, dated 02.05.2019 "On the implementation of standard rules and procedures for the treatment and security of escorted, arrested and detained persons in the premises of local police units".
· Rogatory letter of the General Director of the State Police No. 5126/2, dated 15.08.2019 “On respecting the rights of national communities / minorities, prevention and elimination of discriminatory behaviors / attitudes that violate their dignity”, 
· Note No. 5669/2, dated 15.08.2016 “On the respect of human rights during the use of force while fulfillfilling legal duties and responsibilities” of the General Director of the State Police. 
· Rogatory letter No. 6104/3, dated 02.09.2019 of the General Director of the State Police “On the recognition of the report and the implementation of the recommendations of the CPT Committee for the respect and guarantee of the rights of persons deprived of their liberty, in the premises of the State Police”.
· Rogatory letter No. 278/1, dated 15.01.2020 "On the correct application of the law and respect for human rights, in particular the rights of children, during the performance of police and procedural actions by employees of the State Police".
- Gender equality and gender based violence (focus on implementation of amended legal framework on domestic violence) (written point)

Pursuant to the National Strategy for Gender Equality and Reduction of Gender-Based Violence and Domestic Violence 2016-2020, as well as the National Action Plan of this Strategy and Law No. 9669, dated 18.12.2006, "On Measures against domestic Violence", as amended, the following measures have been taken:

· All cases of domestic violence have been assessed, treated according to provisions of the law and the Standard Operating Procedures. 
· A risk assessment form was issued and completed creating so a mapping of the risk throughout the territory in order to perform strategized prevention and create the relevant safeguards.  
· There were no delays in completing the requests on - the lawsuits "For the issuance of an Immediate Protection Order / Defense Order", referred the victims to the coordinator of domestic violence, in the municipality to receive services, and paid attention to the implementation of the decisions of Court.
 
· Based on the Multi-Agency approach, the Albanian State Police has continuously cooperated with other institutions at the central and local level, responsible for the prevention of violence as well as with civil society organizations operating in our country.

· Reference has been made to the National Center for the Treatment of Victims of Domestic Violence, cases of women raped in the family, in life-threatening condition, or do not have an apartment to stay in until the court decisions are issued.

· Janë referuar pranë Qendrës Kombëtare të Trajtimit të Viktimave të Dhunës në Familje, raste të grave të dhunuara në familje, të cilat kanë rrezik për jetën, ose nuk kanë një banesë ku të qëndrojnë deri në dhënien e vendimeve të gjykatës. ​

· Based on the Order of the General Director No. 1405, dated 20.11.2019 "On taking measures in the framework of awareness campaign against domestic violence” from November 25 to December 10, 2019", the Ministry of Interior and the Albanian State Police in central and local level were fully engaged in awareness-raising activities on domestic violence and gender-based violence. Campaigns included information shared on various outlets (tv, webpages, apps); awareness raising classes at middle and high-schools; dissemination of awareness raising materials in public buildings, schools, municipalities, fairs, etc.
The local police directorates of Lezha, Korça, Vlora, Kukës, Elbasan and the Pogradec Police Commissariat relied on the organization of awareness-raising activities by the SCAP Community Policing Program.

· Based on the obligations for the implementation of the National Strategy for Gender Equality and Reduction of Gender-Based Violence and Domestic Violence, 2016-2020, the State Police Strategy 2015 - 2020 and the Action Plan 2015 - 2017, was drafted, approved by GDPT and sent for implementation to the local structures Plan-Action No. 1773/1 Prot, dated 28.02.2019, "On the measures to be taken by the structures of the state police for the prevention and fight against violence in family relations, for 2019".

· Rogatory letter of GDSP, No. 3920/1 dated 13.05.2019 “On the measures to be taken and the documentation to be completed in compliance with the obligations deriving from the joint instructions of the Minister of Interior and the Minister of Health & Social Protection, No. 866, dated 20.12.2018, "On the approval of the model and procedures for risk assessment for cases of domestic violence" and No. 912, dated 27.12.2018 "On the approval of the model and procedures for the Preliminary Measures of Immediate Protection Order ".
· Standard Operating Procedures for the “Treatment of victims of sexual crimes / investigation of sexual crimes”, which was approved by Order (GDSP) No. 762, dated 18.06.2019.

· Attention Note No. 8001/1 dated 20.11.2019, for the correct treatment of cases of domestic violence when the victims request a protection order and are not residents of the territory covered by the police structure.
Training:
In order to increase the capacity of police officers dealing with cases of domestic violence, to assess the risk and issue the Order for Preliminary Measures of Immediate Protection, in cooperation with the Security Academy and UNDP, and based on Order No. 1/646, dated 16.04.2019 "On the development of training on legal changes in addressing domestic violence", several trainings were organized in 12 Local Police Directorates, attended by about 320 police officers. 
These were one-day trainings and were developed at LPDs, attended by specialists of policing in the area, as well as specialists of crime investigation in commissariats.

Also, with the support of the Swedish Community Policing Program, a training was organized on acquaintance and implementation of  amendments  to the Law No. 9669 dated 18.12.2006, as amended”, attended by 37 police officers of LPD in Kukes (December 2019) and about 70 police officers of LPD Elbasan. (January 2020).
- In cooperation with the Security Academy and the ICITAP Program, as well as based on Order no. 1/488, dated 21.03.2019, was organized and developed the training on the topic: "Investigation of sexual crimes", which was attended by 18 police officers from the structures for the investigation of crimes of the Local Police Directorates Tirana, Fier, Berat.
The Faculty of Security at the Academy of Security provides a 4 day curricula of 6 hours/day (24 hours total) on domestic violence for the level of General Patrolling. 
Statistical data for 2019:

During 2019, 4629 cases of domestic violence were identified and handled by the police structures, or 322 cases or 6.5% less than during the same period of 2018 where a total of 4951 cases of domestic violence were identified.

2836 cases of domestic violence, or 201 cases or 6.6% less than during the same period of 2018, were handled with a request-lawsuit “For the issuance of an Immediate Protection Order / Protection Order”, where 3037 cases of violence were handled with a request lawsuit. 


3596 women / girls or 74.4% of the total number of victims of violence were injured by domestic violence, while 1234 or 25.6% were men.


287 or 5.9% of the affected by domestic violence or crimes commited in the family are minors under 18 years of age, while during the same period of 2018, there have been 337 affected minors.


According to Article 130 / a "Domestic Violence" criminal proceedings have been initiated for 1341 cases, or 32 cases less than in 2018 when 1373 cases were prosecuted. 535 offenders were arrested, and 76 detained.

Compared to the data on perpetrators during 2018, it turns out that in 2019, 73 perpetrators were arrested for domestic violence.


During 2019, 131 cases of violations of Protection Orders were identified, or 17 cases less than during 2018, where 148 cases were identified.


During 2019, there were 14 murders in the family, Article 79 / c, with 17 victims:
Meanwhile, during the same period of 2018, there were 11 murders with 20 victims.
During 2019, it turned out to be 3 cases of domestic homicide more than during 2018. 
During the first quarter of 2020


The annual Action Plan No. 2112, dated 18.03.2020, has been drafted and sent to the local police structures, “On the measures to be taken by the structures of the State Police for the prevention and fight against domestic violence for 2020”, defining measures to be taken by police structures for preventing, reducing and qualified treatment of domestic violence cases, protecting victims, as well as bringing to justice the perpetrators during 2020.


Letter No. 2192, dated 25.03.2020 “On maximal assessment and boosting attention to cases of domestic violence, during the time of restriction of movements and implementation of measures to prevent the spread of Covid19” has been adopted and is being implemented by all police structures. 
Statistical data for the period January 1 - March 31, 2020

During the 3-month period 01.01–31.03.2020, a total of 914 cases of violence and other crimes committed in family relations have been identified and handled by the police, or 214 fewer cases than the same period of a year ago, when 1128 cases were identified.


545 cases of domestic violence have been handled with a request-lawsuit "On the issuance of an Immediate Protection Order / Protection Order", or 141 fewer cases handled with a request-lawsuit, than during the same period of 2019, where 686 cases were processed. 
683 women/girls or 72.1% of the total number of victims of violence were victims of domestic violence, while 263 or 27.9% were men.


Minors under 18 years of age, affected by violence and other crimes committed in the family, are 58 or 6.1% of the total number of injured, while during the same period 2019, 69 minors were affected.

The documents were referred to the Prosecutor's Office, based on Article 130 / a, for 292 cases of domestic violence, where 124 perpetrators were arrested and 24 of them were detained.


There were 24 cases of violations of the Protection Orders, where the perpetrators were prosecuted, according to Articles 321 and 130 / a of the Criminal Code.


During January-March 2020, there were 4 murders in family relations with 5 victims, while during the same period 2019 there were 8 murders with 10 victims.
4. Anti-corruption policy 

Mechanisms or the internal control:

The Service for Internal Affairs and Complaints (SIAC), as a law enforcement agency, has achieved the following results in the area of ​​prevention, detection, documentation and stroke of illegal and corruptive activity commited by employees of the Albania State Police, Republican Guard and the Structure for Protection from Fire and Rescuing. 

VETTING

The Law No. 12/2018 “On the Transitional and Periodic Assessment of the State Police, Republican Guard and Service of Internal Affairs and Complaints officers in the Ministry of the Interior”, as amended. The purpose of this law is determining the principles, criteria, procedures and standards of transitional and periodic evaluation, as well as the organization and functioning of the evaluation bodies for employees of the State Police, Republican Guard and the Service for Internal Affairs and Complaints at the Ministry of Interior to ensure strong and credible institutions with professionals of integrity.
The object of the whole process of transitional assessment of employees is:
· the valuation of assets; 

· image control; 

· evaluation of professional skills.

The transitional assessment process is based on the principle of legal equality and proportionality, guaranteeing employees' right to a fair legal process. Based on the law, the Transitional Assessment Bodies are the External Evaluation Commission and the Service for Internal Affairs and Complaints in the Ministry of Interior. The first three decisions of the External Evaluation Commission have been issued in November 2019 and January 2020. As a result of these three decisions, one employee has been dismissed from the evaluation panel for failing to justify his assets and poor performance, while the two other employees have been reconfirmed on duty. The External Evaluation Commission will assess about 300 employees at senior management levels while the rest of all employees (about 12,000) will be assessed by the Service for Internal Affairs and Complaints. 
The Directorate of Transitional and Periodic Assessment has been set up for the vetting process by SIAC for about 12.000 employees of the Albanian Police State and the Republican Guard. 

Furthermore, normative acts are being drafted in accordance to the law No. 12/2018 “On the Transitional and Periodic Assessment of the State Police, Republican Guard and Service of Internal Affairs and Complaints officers in the Ministry of the Interior”. 
The Project to create "Sustainable Capacity Polygraph in SIAC", in view of assistance to the criminal justice system reform undertaken by the Albanian Government, where the SIAC is investing a range of anti-corruption measures. Thus ICITAP, in cooperation with the Ministry of Interior, is carrying out this special project to create a professional and sustainable group of experts / examiners for Polygraph.

The Service for Internal Affairs and Complaints organized the ceremony for the certification of the Polygraph Experts Unit on 04th of February 2020. 

This project has come out as cooperation between the Ministry of Interior and the Embassy of USA in Tirana and was implemented thanks to the support of ICITAP. The Unit of the Polygraph Experts is not going to serve only to the new institutions in the justice system, but also to the vetting process in the Albanian State Police. 

The event was finalized with the certification of the 5 polygraph experts, who had undergone intensive training by American experts under the guidance of ICITAP.

- Track record on investigations, prosecutions and convictions - and statistics (oral point)
The State Police, the General Prosecutor's Office and the Ministry of Justice, for 2019, have completed the consolidated statistics and track record for concrete cases.


During 2019, the structures for the investigation of corruption have identified a total of: 1286 criminal offenses (including corruption cases and criminal offenses of incumbent officials), where 1715 suspected perpetrators were implicated, of which 238 arrested / detained, 1457 prosecuted at large and 20 declared wanted.

Compared to 2018, 307 more criminal offenses have been identified for corruption and crimes of incumbent officials.

Table of results against corruption and criminal offence for abuse of duty
	No..
	Criminal Offences
	 2018
	Diff.in CO
	Diff.in perpetrators 
	 2019

	
	
	Identified
	Detected
	Perpetrators
	Of whom
	
	
	Identified
	detected

Detected
	Perpetrators
	Out of which

	
	
	
	
	
	Arrested/detained
	Prosecuted at large
	Wanted
	
	
	
	
	
	Arrest/ndal
	Prosecuted at large
	Declared Wanted

	1
	Corruption
	324
	296
	441
	107
	326
	8
	+49
	+91
	373
	337
	532
	86
	437
	9

	2
	Abuse of duty
	645
	582
	937
	94
	827
	16
	+231
	+205
	876
	700
	1142
	151
	980
	11

	3
	Other
	10
	7
	16
	5
	11
	0
	+27
	+25
	37
	32
	41
	1
	40
	0

	
	Total
	979
	885
	1394
	206
	1164
	24
	+307
	+321
	1286
	1069
	1715
	238
	1457
	20


During 2019, 373 criminal corruption-related offenses were identified, involving 532 suspected perpetrators, of whom 86 arrested / detained, 437 prosecuted at large and 9 declared wanted.
Compared to 2018, there was an increase of 49 criminal offenses for corruption.


During 2019, criminal offenses committed by state employees on duty (Abuse of duty) were identified: 876 criminal offenses were identified, involving 1142 perpetrators, of whom 151 arrested /detained, 980 prosecuted at large and 11 declared wanted.

Compared to 2018, +231 more criminal offenses were identified, commited by state employees in office (Abuse of duty).
During the period January-March 2020, 137 criminal offenses were identified by the structures for the investigation of corruption and 126 of them were detected, or 91.97%, a total of 205 perpetrators were processed, of whom 21 arrested/detained, 180 prosecuted at large and 4 declared wanted.

Compared to the first quarter of 2019, -83 fewer criminal offenses were identified.

Indicators of criminal offenses compared to the same period of last year:

	No.
	Criminal offences
	January-March 2019
	
	
	January-March  2020

	
	
	Evidenced
	detected
	Perpetrators
	Of whom
	
	
	
	
	
	Of whom

	
	
	
	
	
	Arrested/detained
	While free
	wanted
	Diff.in CO
	Diff.in perpetrators 
	Identified
	detected

Detected
	Perpetrators
	Arre/ndal
	Prosecuted at large
	Wanted

	1
	Corruption
	80
	68
	105
	14
	91
	0
	-46
	-52
	34
	33
	53
	11
	41
	1

	2
	Abuse of duty
	136
	116
	202
	14
	188
	0
	-36
	-55
	100
	90
	147
	10
	134
	3

	3
	Other
	4
	3
	6
	1
	5
	0
	-1
	-1
	3
	3
	5
	
	5
	

	
	Total
	220
	187
	313
	29
	284
	0
	-83
	108-
	137
	126
	205
	21
	180
	4


During January-March 2020, 34 criminal offenses were identified for corruption and 33 have been detected. 53 perpetrators were prosecuted, of whom 11 perpetrators were arrested and detained, 41 were prosecuted at large and 1 declared wanted.

Compared to the first quarter of 2019, 46 fewer criminal offenses have been identified.
During January-March 2020, 100 criminal offenses were identified and 90 were detected for the criminal offenses of abuse of duty. 147 suspected perpetrators were prosecuted, of whom 10 perpetrators arrested / detained, 134 perpetrators prosecuted while free, 3 declared wanted.

Compared to the first quarter of 2019, -36 fewer criminal offenses were identified.

Proactive Investigations

During 2019, 378 proactive crime investigations were recorded and investigated in the field of corruption.
Compared to 2018, 31 more proactive investigations have been recorded.

During January-March 2020, 48 proactive investigations in the corrupt field were recorded and investigated.
Compared to the first quarter of 2019, 38 fewer proactive investigations have been recorded.

Police Operations
During 2019, in the field of anti-corruption, 20 police operations have been successfully finalized, with 122 suspected perpetrators, of whom: 88 arrested / detained, 31 prosecuted at large, 3 declared wanted.

As the most successful police operations are to be mentioned: “Drejtësi e mohuar" (Denied Justice); "Marrëveshja" (The Deal); "Ankandi i dështuar" (Failed Auction); "Legalizimi" (Legalization).

Compared to 2018, 22 less police operations took place. 

During January-March 2020, in the field of anti-corruption, 2 police operations have been successfully completed, where 38 perpetrators, of whom 35 arrested / detained and 3 perpetrators declared wanted.

Compared to the first quarter of 2019, there are 3 less police operations. 
Criminal Groups

During 2019, there are no criminal groups dismantled in the field of corruption.
Compared to 2018, 14 less criminal groups have been dismantled.
During the period January-March 2020, there are no criminal groups dismantled in the field of corruption.
Similarly, during the first quarter of 2019, no criminal group has been dismantled. 
The activity of Service for Internal Affairs and Complaints
Administrative investigation

This activity is carried out through handling public complaints and conducting inspections of structures, subject of the Service activity. SIAC views public relations as an effective bridge of cooperation to enhance effectiveness in achieving common goals and in particular in the fight against corruption, this way providing citizens with the opportunity of being key factors in this joint fights through communication channels that have been created.

During the reporting period, the indicators of administrative investigation are as below:

( Public Complaints - 1731
( Free of charge number - 6342 calls

( Scheduled inspections - 10
( Unscheduled Inspections - 20
( Inspections for complaint handling - 43
In the conclusion of administrative investigation of complaints and inspections it is ascertained that:

( File has been refered to the Prosecution Offices of the respective District Courts for 16 employees of the structures.
( Suggestions for the launching of disciplinary measures have been made for 501 employees of the structures for various violations. 

	Year 
	No of calls from 
0800 90 90
	No of complaints received 
	No of scheduled
	No of unscheduleds
	No of criminal proceedings referred
	No of disciplinary proceedings suggested 

	2018
	5940
	1978
	5
	29
	11
	784

	2019
	6342
	1737
	10
	63
	16
	501
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Criminal investigation 

The investigation activity of the SIAC structures for the year 2019 is reflected in the number of cases of referral for criminal offenses and of the employees of the structures referred to the Prosecutor`s Office as follows:

· 250 criminal offens for: 

· 474 offenders: 

· 3 police employees of the middle level of supervision;
· 115 police employees of the first line of supervision; 

· 328 police employees of the operational level;

· 11 employees of adminitrative level;
· 9 employees of the Republican Guard;
· 8 employees of Fire and Rescue Protection Police; 

· 95 citizens.
	Year 
	No of cases referred to Prosecutor`s Office
	No of subjects (employees of the structure, subject of SIAC activities)
	No of arrested/detained employees of the structure, subject of SIAC activities

	2018
	201
	265
	46

	2019
	250
	474
	93
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· Court decisions have been implemented for the measures “Arrest in flagrante delicto / Detention”, “Suspensions of exercising a public duty” and “Filing obligation in the judicial police” against 132 persons, of whom:

· 24 first level police officers;

· 63 operation level police officers;

· 1 administrative staff;

· 3 Guard Effective;

· 2 employees of Fire and Rescue Protection Police;
· 39 citizens.
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- Access to information; awareness raising (written point)
In the framework of the implementation of the activities foreseen in the Annual Plan of Public Relations of the SIAC for 2019, promotional campaigns for the free line 0800 90 90 and for the Service itself, have been conducted in 5 regions of the country (Vlora, Korça, Elbasan, Shkodra and Lezha). During these campaigns, meetings were held with students and citizens as follows:

 

- 6 high schools

- 4 Universities

- 4 border crossing points  

- 5 RDP of Vlora Korça, Elbasan, Shkodra and Lezha 

- 2 Prefectures (Shkodra and Lezha)

 

During the promotional campaigns, there were distributed:

-  200 brochures with information about the Service;
-  2000 Leaflets to promote the free line 080 90 90;
-  2000 business cards to promote the free line 0800 90 90.
5. Asylum, visa, migration, border management

- Updates on the Western Balkans migratory route: capacity to face migratory pressure (reception capacity, contingency measures, cooperation with main countries of origin 
The phenomenon of ilegal migration form Middle East and North Africa has been present for years in the Western Balkans, used as trasit to reach EU countries.

During 2015, 2016 and 2017, the number of irregular immigrants decreased, but the years 2018 and 2019 marked a significant increase, indicating the fact that Albania continues to be an attractive route and used as a transit country from Greece to European Union countries. Nonetheless, the situation has been under control due to measures taken. 

The phenomenon has significantly increased during 2019 compared to 2018. During 2019, 11,890 illegal foreign migrants were apprehended and processed. Compared to the same period last year, there has been an increase with 4,997 illegal migrants or 72% more than during 2018. The treatment of migrants apprehended in our country is carried out in compliance to international standards. Each of them has been provided with a "reception package" consisting of food, clothing and sanitary facilities, while over 160 of them have received immediate medical assistance at police stations or or medical care institutions. Identifying FTF in mixed migratory flows from the Middle East and North Africa has been a priority for Border and Migration Police services. During 2019, 2 foreign nationals suspected as FTFs have been identified, who are under investigation, while about 682 others have been referred to the CT Directorate and have been interviewed by Counter terrorism experts.
During January - March 2020, 4215 irregular immigrants were apprehended and treated by the Border and Migration Police services, marking an increase of 154%, compared to the same period of 2019, when 1659 irregular migrants were apprehended. 

In dealing with the phenomenon, our authorities have paid special attention to the capacity for their reception, registration and accommodation in the territory of the country.

As the flow of immigrants is mixed, a lot of attention is paid to two indicators:

1. Identification of potential victims/ victims of trafficking among citizens who come as irregular immigrants;

2. Identification of various violent extremism offenders or foreign terrorist fighters (FTFs).

In this view, accurate identification of immigrants apprehended continues to be a real challenge. Irregular immigrants apprehended by Police services have no documents and as a result their registration takes place according to the declared identity, pursuant to the approved procedures, where fingerprints and photos are taken. 


It is noticable that irregular migrants are well informed about services provided in our country before arriving in Albania and their opportunity of seeking asylum. They are informed by asylum seekers accommodated in the Babrru National Reception Center, or relatives and acquaintances who have managed to pass transit through our country. From interviews carried out to irregular migrants, they openly express their intention to travel to Germany, Austria, Sweden or other EU member states using Albania as transit. 

Irregular immigrants who are selected as asylum seekers and accommodated in the National Reception Centre for Asylum seekers in Babrru, usually stay in this center from 4 days to several weeks and then using the free exit from Tirana, leave towards Shkodra usually and Kukes in very few cases, then continue their journey to Montenegro or Kosovo to reach EU countries. The number of asylum applications during 2019 is 6 703 or 56.3% of the total number of 11,890, while during 2018 the number of asylum applications was 4,175 or 60.5% of the total number of 6,893. In Babrru, during 2019 it is 5 831 or 87% of asylum seekers, while during 2018 it was 5 509 or 79.9% of the total number during 2018. During January - March 2020, the number of asylum applications was 2088, 49.5 % of the number of apprehended migrants, compared to 1261 asylum applications lodged during the same period of 2019, which constitutes 76% of the number of irregular migrants apprehended during that time. While 1124, or 89% of them have left the National Reception Center for Asylum Seekers. As can be seen from the data, the tendency to abuse the right to asylum is considered high.

Special attention was paid to strengthening regional cooperation. Joint patrols continue operating along the green border with Macedonia, Kosovo and Montenegro. Police Cooperation Centers with Macedonia and Kosovo and the tripartite Albania-Montenegro-Kosovo Police Cooperation Center have been set up and are functional, while progress has been made in opening such a center with Greece as well. Marreveshja eshte gati per nenshkrim, pasi eshte dakordesuar nga te dy palet. As part of the South Border Initiative, biweekly information is regularly exchanged on the situation of the flow of irregular immigration among Albania, Northern Macedonia, Montenegro and the Republic of Kosovo.


In cooperation with IOM, the fundings from the Council of Europe Development Bank and Gjirokastra Municipality, hosting capacities have been strengthened by setting up the Temporary Registration and Accommodation Center for Irregular Immigrants in Gërhot, Gjirokastra. (29 km from the border with Greece) with a capacity of 60 people while a similar Center with the same capacity has been set up in Kapshtica, Korça, in cooperation with IOM, with funding from the Bank of Europe Council for Development , and the Municipality of Devoll. Microbuses are available to reach the centers for irregular immigrants. In cooperation with UNHCR, IOM and the Municipality of Gjirokastra, a reception center for vulnerable groups has been established and is functional, mainly families with small children and minors, in Gjirokastra.


In cooperation with CARITAS, an amusing environment for children was created in the Closed Center for Foreigners in Karreç, the surveillance system with cameras in this Center has become functuional again, also the system of drinking water filtration throughout the Center has been fixed. 


Strengthening cooperation for an effective implementation of readmission procedures with neighboring countries has been a priority. Specifically, the implementation of the readmission procedures with Greece appears to be a problem, not due to lack of will, but due to the fact that most of the apprehended migrants apply for asylum, while the other part prefers voluntary departure from Albania. While the implementation of the readmission agreement and its protocol with Montenegro continues unhindered.

Following the screening process and continuous recommendations of the Progress Reports for Albania, also taking into account the issue of migratory movements throughout Balkans on a potential influx of migrants and  from third countries to Albania, the Minister of Interior has approved the order “On the establishment of the working group for the adoption of the Contingency Plan”, which has been sent to all the institutions involved and work has started on a detailed drafting of this comprehensive action plan and its adoption.

Reception capacity


The accommodation capacities in Border and Migration Administration and Centers of hosting migrants are as follows:

· Closed Center for Foreigners, Karreç - 100 people;

· Temporary Reception Center in Gerhot, Gjirokastra - 60 people;

· Kakavija Border and Migration Police Station - 13 people;

· Temporary Reception Center in Kapshtica, Korça 60 persons;

· Kapshtica Border Police Station, Korça - 8 people.

- Measures to mitigate visa free abuses: updates on unfounded asylum applications of Albanian citizens in EU MS; information campaigns, socio-economic support to returnees; cooperation with EU Member States and neighbouring countries, return/readmission cooperation 

Measures to mitigate visa free abuses: updates on unfounded asylum applications of Albanian citizens in EU MS; 

Given the situation on unfounded asylum seeking of Albanian citizens in the EU and other countries in the Schengen area, and in order to raise awareness of Albanian citizens on the consequences and attitudes beyond deadlines and unfounded asylum to not abuse with the right to move freely, the State Police has taken a series of measures.
In the framework of the implementation of preventive measures, the implementation of the following plans and measures has continued as follows:
· Implementation of the Action Plan of the State Police Director for 2019 “On the Prevention of the Phenomenon of Asylum Seeking in Schengen / EU Countries”.

· Strengthening the control of Albanian citizens crossing the state border - meeting the conditions for travel to EU countries / Schengen.

· Detailed control for minors traveling abroad - notarial statements of juveniles at the border, etc.

· Implementation of two action plans, one for addressing the issue of unaccompanied Albanian minors in Italy and one for addressing the issue of Albanian asylum seekers in France.

· Increasing cooperation and exchange of information, especially with countries affected by abusive asylum of Albanian citizens.

· Intensification of readmission operations of Albanian citizens, in cooperation with FRONTEX and Albanian escorts (at our request).

· Intensive cooperation and exchange of information with the counterpart authority on border and migration of neighboring countries (Montenegro, Kosovo and Macedonia).

In order to intensify the efforts to prevent the abuse of free movement in the Schengen area, the Order of the Minister of Interior No. 641, dated 20.12.2020 "On strengthening the control of Albanian citizens crossing the state border" has been approved and is being implemented and the Order of the Minister of Interior No. 640, dated 20.12.2020 "On determining the special rules for the transfer of Albanian minor citizens at the border", replacing Order No. 805, dated 01.08.2017, of the General Director of the State Police “On strengthening the control of Albanian citizens who cross the state border” and the–Rogatory letter No. 3210, dated 26.07.2017 of the Director for Border and Migration "On the control of notarial acts of minors at the border".

For citizens who do not meet these conditions, travel is prohibited until these conditions are met. As a result of measures taken for 2019, exit was refused to 14 224 people, thus 6027 or 30% less than in 2018, where the number of people refused at exit was 20 255. While during January - March 2020, 2858 Albanian citizens were refused exit. The decline is due to the awareness of Albanian citizens to meet all the conditions to travel to the Schengen area without visas.
Statistic for the denial in exit 

	
	Banned to travel in total 
	Banned to travel Adults 
	Banned to travel Minors

	 2016
	6390
	5367
	1003

	2017
	12 175
	11218
	957

	2018
	20 268
	19 364
	904

	 2019
	14224
	13 356
	868

	January -March 2019
	3899
	3841
	58

	January -March 2020
	2858
	2753
	105


Pursuant to the Rogatory Letter No. 3210, dated 26.07.2017 of the Director for Border and Migration “On the control of notarial acts of juveniles at the border”, as well as the procedural-criminal legislation of the Republic of Albania, for 2019, 41 cases were referred to the Prosecutor`s Office for the criminal offense of “Abandonment of minors” against parents / legal guardians, who accompanied the minors abroad and returned without them, versus 27 cases during 2018. Referring to these data, it turns out that this year, 14 more cases of minors` abandonment were identified than during 2018.


Border surveillance has been intensified to prevent illegal border crossings. During 2019, 1,357 Albanian citizens were arrested in the attempt to cross border illegally or 800 fewer citizens than the same period last year. This decrease in the number of Albanian citizens caught trying to cross the border illegally is due to the increase in the number of patrols at the green border and close cooperation with FRONTEX services deployed in the border with Greece since May 2019.

During January - March 2020, 107 Albanian citizens were caught trying to cross the border illegally or 413 fewer citizens than the same period last year where 520 were caught. This decrease in the number of Albanian citizens apprehended trying to cross border illegally is due to the increase in the number of patrols on the green border and close cooperation with FRONTEX services deployed in the border with Greece as well as the efficient use of vehicles and logistics for the surveillance of border donated by the German government.


During 2019, 3248 were fined, of which 2883 for illegal border crossing, 433 for violating the rules of the border area, of whom 256 foreign nationals. While during 2018, 2922 Albanian citizens were fined. During 2019, the criminal proceedings were launched for the offence of "Illegal border crossing", for 1118 Albanian nationals. Compared to the data of 2018 where 947 citizens were punished, this year there is an increase of 171 cases or 18% more than in 2018.

During the period January - March 2020, 608 were fined, of whom 520 for illegal crossing of borders, 39 for violating the rules of the border area, and 49 for violating the deadlines for staying at the border. Meanwhile during 2019, 706 citizens were fined in total, of whom 425 for illegal border crossing, 201 for violating the rules in the border area and 80 for irregular stay in the territory. During 2020, criminal proceedings were launched "On illegal border crossing" for 155 Albanian citizens, and if compared to the data of 2019 where 322 citizens were punished, there is a decrease this year with 167 cases 51% less than in 2019. 
Information has been continuously exchanged with counterpart authorities of neighboring countries (Montenegro, Kosovo and Macedonia), which are used as transit to European Union countries as well. 

According to official data published by EUROSTAT, during 2019, 22 815 Albanian nationals applied for asylum in the EU countries and compared to 2018 where 22 460 Albanian nationals applied for asylum, or 355 more citizens, or 2% more.
Growing demand for asylum was recorded in the UK with 1445 requests more than a year ago, Ireland with 445 more requests and Italy with 265 more requests. While France has resulted in reductions with 890 fewer requests, Greece with 330 fewer requests, the Netherlands with 310 fewer requests, Germany with 275 fewer requests for asylum, etc.

For the period January - March 2020, referring to EUROSTAT, it is ascertened a significant decrease in asylum applications of Albanian citizens from 6275 requests identified during the period January - March 2019, for the same period of 2020 were recorded a total of 2675 requests or 3620 fewer requests.

To conclude, the most significant decrease in requests for aslymum is identified in France, Greece, Germany, the Netherlands, Ireland, and while in the United Kingdom the decline in demand is considered small.

 Information campaigns 

During 2019 and 2020, the media has continuously broadcasted repatriation operations of Albanian citizens from the European Union countries, with the participation of the leading authorities of the Ministry of Interior and the State Police, who have continuously appealed to Albanian citizens to respect the rules of visa-free movement in the Schengen area and recalling the penalties they will face in cases of these rules` violation. Publications of these operations can be found on the web pages of various visual media, published on various portals, such as operations dated 12.06.2019, 18.06.2019,  28.08.2019, 16.10.2019, 11.02.2020 and 04.03.2020.

The rules of movement in the Schengen area are published on the websites of the State Police and many Albanian embassies in various countries.

The implementation of the project "Preventing Unsafe Migration from Albania towards the European Union Member States - Follow up Campaign" funded by the Kingdom of the Netherlands has started on January 1, 2020. This project has a lasting period of one year, thus ending in December 31, 2020. 
The project, which is being implemented by the IOM Office in Tirana, envisages the preparation, approval and implementation of Awareness Raising Campaign Strategy Guide leaflet and video scripts are also included in the guide. Awareness Raising Campaign Strategy Guide, which is at the moment in final consutation fase, includes a theoretical insight, as well as practical recommendations on steps for preparing a communication strategy including: definition of objectives, target groups, key messages, activities, monitoring & evaluation instrument. This guide will serve the public officials as a practical tool for the elaboration of future communication strategies and can be used as a reference material for the preparation of activities aiming at information dissemination and awareness raising.
The main objectives of the above mentioned Strategy are: 
1. Preventing the unsafe migration to the European Union Member States. This purpose can be achieved through the below objectives.

2. Increase awareness of youth in Albania on the rights and responsibilities of travel to European Union countries under the visa free-regime. Increase awareness about the fact that unsafe migration and asylum are not an instrument for regular/economic migration to EU Member States, including Netherlands. 

3. Increasing awareness about the consequences related to unsafe migration (human trafficking, smuggling, exploitation and entry ban) among youth. 

4. Providing accurate information about regular migration opportunities (i.e. Italy, Germany and other EU MS through a direct regular employment contract) and encourage undertaking self-development steps in Albania (VET, higher studies, involvement in employment incentive programs, job opportunities in Albania) to increase chances for employment. 

Primary audience sub-groups are defined as follows:

· Youth at high schools and universities (15-23 years old)

· Youth aged 23-35 years old in 12 regions of Albania to be reached in public gathering places (streets, coffee shops) 

· Families of youth involved in the campaign’s activities

· Returnees

· Civil Society Organizations

· Teachers

· Travel and Tourist Agencies

· Families of youngsters and minors

CSOs, youth organizations, Migration Counters, Regional Employment Directorates, Regional Anti-Trafficking Committee and other social actors present in the territory will also be involved in the implementation of the campaign. 

Secondary audience – will be reached through social and mass media. 

Channels and Tools. This includes suggestions on the general list of potential channels for various audiences. Different audiences require different means of reaching the main different messages. Different channels and tools will be appropriate at different times. The list gives an insight on channels of communication and corresponding activities to be held aiming at modelling an informed decision of youth regarding regular migration to EU Member States, resulting in discouraging unsafe migration practices. 

The COVID-19 containment measures and prevention of mass gatherings, suggest the use of media, including TV, social media and web, as a first-choice communication channel during the period July-September 2020, while small group meetings with CSOs and journalists covering the socio-economic issues will take place respecting the social distance and prevailing health rules. Such meetings, will pave the way to direct communication activities including workshops, info sessions, info days with students and youth, starting from September 2020. In case of a second country lockdown, from September 2020 onwards due to possible re-occurrence of a pandemic wave, the campaign activities can switch into online platforms, which are proved to be an excellent tool of communication with audiences, including large ones. 

Albania is one of the countries with the highest internet extension growth in recent years. According to Global Stats concerning use of social media in Albania, more than 80% of its population use Facebook, second is Instagram, Pinterest, Twitter, Youtube, therefore, the dissemination of interviews, messages, leaflet and video via social media. Facebook is strongly recommended, especially under the condition of restriction of gatherings/movement.

The communication tools suggested include not only classic information dissemination information materials, such as leaflet, video, but also, interviews by experts from state institutions, members of the Communication Group for the implementation of this campaign. Their interviews given to media, will be disseminated by social media of respective ministry, IOM, EU Member States/Netherlands embassies etc. In addition, Albanian citizens (youth) with positive experiences from regular migration, or those having experienced the consequences of irregular migration, may be invited by the Communication Group to share their stories. Otherwise video messages will be produced and shared at the activities of the campaign. In order to attract the interest of youth on relevant information aiming at reducing irregular migration from Albania, quizzes containing related information, will be frequently posted in the IOM Albania social media to create interaction with youth as the main target group of our awareness raising campaign.

Cooperation with EU Member States and neighbouring countries, return/readmission cooperation
Cooperation with the European Union countries and neighboring countries in the field of readmission has continued without obstacles.

During 2019, pursuant to the Albania / European Community Agreements and the bilateral readmission agreements, 849 requests for adult citizens were handled and returned, out of 651 requests processed during 2018 for the readmission of Albanian citizens. Meanwhile, during the period January-March 2020, 152 requests were handled and answered. 

The following tables present the number of requests and their treatment, according to the respective countries.

   January - December 2018:

	  Nr.
	R

Equestig country
	Requests
	Positive answers
	negative answers

	   1
	Germany
	337
	253
	84

	    2
	 France
	246
	241
	5

	    3
	England
	30
	30
	

	    4
	 Belgium
	33
	33
	

	   5
	 Luksemburg
	2
	2
	

	   6
	 Australia
	1
	1
	

	   7
	 Bulgaria
	2
	2
	

	  
	               Total
	651
	562
	89


 

   January - December 2019:
	Nr.
	Requesting country
	Request
	Positive answers
	Negative answers

	1
	Germany
	299
	227
	72

	2
	 France
	107
	107
	-

	3
	England
	387
	387
	-

	4
	 Belgium
	27
	26
	1

	5
	 Norway
	2
	2
	-

	6
	 Austria
	1
	1
	-

	7
	 Bulgaria
	5
	5
	-

	8
	 Luxemburg
	18
	18
	-

	9
	 Sweden
	2
	2
	-

	10
	 Rumania
	1
	1
	-

	
	 Total
	849
	776
	73


January - March 2020: 

	Nr.
	Country
	Requests
	Positive answers
	Negative answers

	1
	Germany
	88
	41
	47

	2
	 France
	37
	37
	-

	3
	 Belgium
	12
	12
	-

	4
	 England
	6
	6
	-

	5
	 Poland
	2
	2
	-

	6
	 Australia
	1
	1
	-

	7
	 Luxemburg
	1
	1
	-

	8
	 Italy
	1
	1
	-

	9
	Kosovo
	2
	2
	-

	10
	 Bulgaria
	2
	2
	

	
	Total
	152
	105
	47


Repatriation operations (land and air)


During 2019, 1716 land / air operations were carried out. Repatriation land and air operations in 2018 are 1968. From the operations carried out in 2019: 1615 are land operations while during 2018, 1843 land operations were carried out. 101 air operations out of 125 air operations conducted during 2018. During 2019, 1716 operations were carried out, 7180 Albanian nationals were returned while during 2018, 1968 operations were carried out, with 9934 returned Albanians.
Referring to these figures, there is a decrease with 252 fewer return operations of Albanian citizens or 13% less operations and a decrease in the total number of citizens returned, 2754 less or 28% Albanian citizens less returned than in 2018.


During January - March 2020, 262 land and air operations were carried out for the readmission of Albanian citizens, where 1438 citizens were readmitted. While during the same period of 2019, 448 operations were performed and 1695 Albanian nationals were readmitted, that is, this year 186 fewer operations were performed and 257 fewer citizens were readmitted than during 2019. From the operations performed during the period January March 2020, 243 are land operations versus 420 land operations conducted during the same period of 2019 and 19 air operations were conducted versus 28 air operations conducted during the same period of 2019.

Referring to these figures, there is a decrease with 186 fewer return operations of Albanian citizens or 41% less operations and a decrease in the total number of citizens returned with 257 less or expressed in percentage approximately 15%  Albanian less citizens than in 2019. This decline comes as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic during March which led to the suspension of radmission  operations.

Repatriation operations with Albanian escorts


During 2019, 44 operations were carried out with Albanian escorts for the readmission of Albanian citizens, of which 43 carried out in 2018 and 1394 nationals were readmitted, whereas 1261 nationals were readmitted during 2018. During the period January - March 2020, 10 readmission operations of Albanian nationals were conducted with 385 Albanian citizens readmitted.
Procedures for the readmission of third-country nationals have also continued without hindrance.


During 2019, 12 requests were submitted to the Greek authorities for the readmission of 45 irregular migrants who have received a positive response and the readmission has been completed. Meanwhile, the Greek authorities have submitted 2 requests for the readmission of 4 irregular immigrants, where positive response has been provided. 

During 2019, Montenegrin authorities have submitted 4 requests for the readmission of 31 irregular migrants, for which negative response has been received. Meanwhile, during 2019, at the request of the Montenegrin authorities, in 112 cases, 496 third-country nationals were readmitted by summary procedure. Of these, in 73 cases, 261 third-country nationals were readmitted at the Muriqan Border Crossing Point, and in 39 cases, 235 third-country nationals were readmitted at Hani i Hotit Border Crossing Point.


During January - March 2020, 3 requests for the readmission of 3 irregular immigrants who received positive response were submitted to the Greek authorities. Meanwhile, the Greek authorities have submitted 1 request for the readmission of 1 irregular immigrant, who is on probation.


During January - March 2020, the Montenegrin authorities did not submit any request for readmission. Meanwhile, at the request of the Montenegrin authorities, in 50 cases, 229 third-country nationals were readmitted by summary procedure. Of these, in 22 cases, 67 third-country nationals were readmitted to the Muriqan Border Crossing Point and in 28 cases, 162 third-country nationals were readmitted at Hani i Hotit Border Crossing Point.

Assisted Voluntary Return


During 2019, the voluntary return of one citizen from Morocco was enabled.
During the period January - March 2019, the voluntary return of a citizen from Libya was enabled, while work is ongoing for the voluntary return of a citizen from Algeria.

- Updates on the Western Balkans migratory route: update on the new asylum law, on the number of asylum seekers, and asylum decisions (written point)
The drafting of the new law on asylum has been completed after feedback from all interested parties. This process initiated by Order of the Minister of Interior for the establishment of the working group and then continued with the involvement of UNHCR experts. This draft was discussed at a roundtable with all international organizations and embassies in Tirana. The asylum draft law addresses EU report recommendations. 

For the first time the EU Delegationin Tirana has given its opinion on this draft. The draft has been sent for suggestions to the line ministries which were then reflected in the document (or draft). Its adoption is expected by the Council of Ministers.

The Directorate of Asylum and Citizenship consists of 1 Director and 4 specialists. The staff of the Asylum Sector during 2019 has participated in various activities held inside and outside the country such as trainings, seminars or various workshops.

The “Protocol on Joint Use of translation teams in the field of migration and asylum” was signed in October 2018, with six Western Balkan countries: Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro, Kosovo, Republic of Albania and the representative of the Skopje-based MARRI organization.

The establishment and implementation of the online translator’s platform was made possible, in cooperation with IOM, based on the decision of the members of MARRI. This platform will provide online interview of asylum seekers who communicate in rare languages, guaranteeing their right to international protection. The initial investment to provide this equipment was covered by IOM.

The establishment and implementation of “Data Bases” for the data of asylum seekers and those who are under protection in the Republic of Albania has been completed. This platform has started to function as an integral center among the Directorate of Asylum and Citizenship, the Directorate of Border and Migration and the National Reception Center for Asylum Seekers, exchanging information in real time; shortening decision-making procedures as well as serving as a unique database in the area. This project was made possible thanks to UNHCR's investment.

Through the system now, the Asylum and Citizenship Directorate has access to photos of asylum seekers but still does not have access to fingerprints. The fingerprints and photos of all foreigners seeking international protection in our country are taken and administrated by the Forensic Police. The Responsible Authority for Asylum and Refugees does not have an online system of this data because Albania is not part of the EURODAC system.
Hosting centers for Asylum seekers

· The main accommodation centre for asylum seekers is in BabrruTirana, “The National Reception Center for Asylum Seekers”, which is functional and has a capacity of 240 beds with the construction of the new building. Asylum seekers in the Center are provided with the right to housing, food, healthcare and various services. The center has a doctor, a social worker, a psychologist and a more spacious environment. Also, suitable facilities for children were crated as well as libraries and sports facilities.

· Social Centre for Irregular Migrants and Asylum Seekers in need (vulnerable groups) in the Municipality of Gjirokastra with accommodation capacity of up to 15 people with a special focus on women/children (during the pre-screening process), enabling the right to stay in this centre at last 72 hours, which can be extended according to their needs;

· Transit Centre for temporary registration and temporary accommodation of irregular migrants and asylum seekers in Gërhot, Gjirokastra, whose establishment was supported by the Council of Europe Development Bank's Fund. Its accommodation capacity is up to 60 people and also includes equipment IT to allow the pre-screening procedure at the center. As such, Albania's capacity will grow in case of a higher inflow.

· Transit Center for temporary registration and temporary accommodation of irregular migrants and asylum seekers in Kapshtice, Korca, whose establishment was supported by IOM. Its accommodation capacity is up to 60 people and also includes equipment IT to allow the control procedure at the center. As such, Albania's capacity will increase in the event of a higher entry.
For January –December 2019, 6604 persons have applied for asylum (preliminary requests) for international protection. Albania continues to be a transit country by migrants seeking asylum in Albania, who continue to consider Albania not as a destination country, but as a transit country to reach the main destination, the western part of the European Union. The migrants are using the international protection system as a Modus Operandi.
The number of asylum requests referred in 2018 and 2019 is as follows:

· 4 175 asylum requests or 60.5% of the total number were recorded for 2018; (January-December)

· 6 604 asylum requests or 56.3% of the total number were recorded for 2019 (January- December).

Information on decisions issued by the Responsible Authority for Asylum and Refugees for the year 2019 is as follows:

Number of asylum requests – 6,604 in total:

· Number of interviews – 85;

· Number of decisions – 120 in total, as follows:

· Refugee status – 1;

· Subsidiary protection – 23;

· Revocation of status – 1;

· Decision of Suspension – 45;

· Decision of Cessation – 49;

· Decision Repealed – 1. 

The number of asylum request referred to 2018 and 2019 is as follows:

· For 2018,  4,386 asylum requests were recorded;

· For 2019, 6,604 asylum requests were recorded.

During 2019, the largest number of asylum seekers has been mainly from countries such as Iraq, Syria, Morocco, Algeria, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Palestine, etc.

The data for asylum seekers in the Republic of Albania for years 2018, 2019 and 2020 (January-March) are presented below:

	Country
	Year 2018
	Country
	Year 2019
	Country
	Year 2020 (Jan-Mar)

	Syria
	2,150
	Iraq
	2448
	Iraq
	334

	Pakistan
	645
	Syria
	1700
	Syria
	827

	Iraq
	447
	Morocco
	594
	Morocco
	292

	Palestine
	292
	Algeria
	496
	Algeria
	46

	Algeria
	227
	Pakistan
	277
	Pakistan
	40

	Morocco
	225
	Afghanistan
	268
	Afghanistan
	308

	Libya
	146
	Undeclared
	246
	Undeclared
	68

	Yemen
	52
	Palestine
	171
	Palestine
	77

	Iran
	42
	Iran
	107
	Iran
	89

	Afghanistan
	37
	Libya
	92
	Libya
	26

	Turkey
	31
	Egypt
	47
	Egypt
	15

	Egypt
	25
	Tunisia
	31
	Tunisia
	13

	Eritrea
	14
	Somalia
	26
	Cuba
	6

	Tunisia
	14
	Yemen
	20
	Kuwait
	5

	Myanmar
	8
	Nepal
	16
	Yemen
	4

	Somali
	3
	Turkey
	12
	Turkey
	1

	India
	3
	Lebanon
	10
	Lebanon
	2

	Lebanon
	3
	Sudan
	7
	Sudan
	1

	Kuwait
	3
	Western Sahara
	6
	
	-

	West Sahara
	3
	India
	4
	
	-

	Russia
	2
	Mauritania
	4
	
	-

	Guinea
	2
	Macao
	4
	
	3

	Togo
	2
	Eritrea
	4
	
	-

	Bangladesh
	2
	Germany
	2
	
	-

	Nepal
	2
	Jordan
	2
	
	-

	Ukraine
	1
	Bangladesh
	2
	
	-

	Belarus
	1
	South African Republic
	2
	
	-

	Nigeria
	1
	Ghana
	1
	
	-

	Kosovo
	1
	Uzbekistan
	1
	
	-

	Central African Republic
	1
	Congo
	1
	
	-

	Sierra-Leone
	1
	North Chorea
	1
	
	-

	
	
	Serbia 
	1
	
	-

	
	
	Azerbaijan
	1
	
	-

	TOTAL
	4,386
	TOTAL
	6604
	TOTAL
	2,157


Information on the decisions given by the Responsible Authority for Asylum and Refugees for the period 2018, 2019 and 2020 (January-March) is reported as follows:

	Status
	Year 2018
	Year 2019
	Year 2020 ( Jan-Mar)

	Refugee
	3
	1
	0

	Subsidiary protection
	13
	23
	0

	Temporary protection
	0
	0
	0

	Refusal
	7
	1
	1

	Revocation
	4
	1
	0

	Suspensions
	33
	45
	7

	Cease
	45
	49
	9

	Total
	105
	120
	17


- Measures to mitigate visa free abuses: update on the pre-screening procedure of the Border and Migration Police; unaccompanied minors (written point)
Update on the pre-screening procedure of the Border and Migration Police  

Minister of Interior Instruction No. 293, dated 04.06.2015 "On the procedures for the treatment of foreign nationals with irregular stay in the Republic of Albania" is in line with the best standards and practices identified for the implementation of the selection process and their referral to relevant institutions. 

*Annex 1- the English version of this guide attached to this Report*
The standard procedure for the selection of irregular foreigners as well as the measures taken approved by the Order of GDASP No. 172, dated 08.02.2018 is in line with best practices. This act provides for the procedural treatment of vulnerable categories, the identification of referrals and the protection of children and persons with special needs. The standard selection procedure stipulates that “The selection process must guarantee the possibility of identifying the persons to be referred to the stakeholders. If the individual / foreigner is in a situation of need for humanitarian assistance, the border and migration authorities at the border or in the territory take immediate measures to meet the immediate needs of the individual, this before the selection process to determine his/her  status / categorization. Also, in this standard procedure vulnerable categories (such as women, pregnant women, individuals with specific needs, sick, children, whose age does not allow obtaining biometric data), become subjects of the selection procedure after receiving the necessary assistance and after accommodation in the premises designated for this purpose. This is provided for in all parts of the act relating to the referral of different categories of foreign migrants. The standard procedure provides clear procedural steps for referring all categories of migrants after the selection procedure is completed. 

*Annex 2- the English version of the standard procedure attached to this Report*
Another very important act is the approval of DCM 111, dated 06.03.2019 “On the procedures for the return and repatriation of unaccompanied minors that has been implemented in accordance with the Law “On the Rights and Protection of the Child No. 18/2017. This DCM provides for procedures that should be followed by the institutions interested in handling requests for readmission, notifications for return and readmission of unaccompanied Albanian and foreign minors.

Unaccompanied minors 

Taking into consideration that the issue of unaccompanied minors is the most sensitive issue regarding the phenomenon of abusive asylum seeking, it has been viewed with priority. For this purpose, the implementation of two action plans has continued, one for addressing the issue of unaccompanied Albanian minors in Italy and one for addressing the issue of Albanian asylum seekers in France, which is also addressed to other EU countries and the Schengen area.


Following the measures to prevent this phenomenon, the Order of the Minister of Interior No. 640, dated 20.12.2020 "On determining special rules for the crossing of borders for Albanian minor citizens at the border" is adopted.

 
The Instruction stipulates that the parent / parents declare criminal responsibility in case of abandonment of the minor; the exact destination of the trip; the exact address of the destination; the date of residence (date of departure and return), the exact address of the recipient and the telephone number (when traveling with relatives), the exact destination of the trip, the exact address of the destination, the period of validity of the notarial declaration. The instruction also defines the relatives with whom the minor can travel abroad.

As a result of non-fulfillment of the conditions for traveling abroad, in accordance with the acts in force, during 2019, 868 Albanian minor citizens were not allowed to travel abroad, against 904 such who were not allowed to travel during 2020. Meanwhile, during the period January - March 2020, 105 Albanian minors were not allowed to travel abroad.


During 2019 and the first quarter of 2020, close cooperation with destination countries has continued, to enable the repatriation of Albanian unaccompanied minors.

During 2019, 171 requests for repatriation of Albanian unaccompanied minors were processed, compared to 425 such requests processed during 2018. While during the period January-March 2020, 37 such requests were handled.


The following tables show the number of requests by the respective countries.


January - December 2018:

	 No.
	Requesting Country
	Number of requests 

	1. 
	Germany
	101

	2. 
	France
	190

	3. 
	Sweden
	60

	4. 
	Italy
	32

	5. 
	Luxemburg
	1

	6. 
	Greece
	16

	7. 
	Swiss
	1

	8. 
	Netherlands
	12

	9. 
	England
	4

	10. 
	Norway
	4

	11. 
	Austria
	1

	12. 
	Macedonia
	3

	
	Total
	425


January – December 2019:
	 No
	Requesting Country
	Number of requests 

	1.
	Germany
	68

	2.
	France
	41

	3.
	Sweden
	13

	4.
	Italy
	19

	5.
	Belgium 
	5

	6.
	 Greece
	5

	7.
	 Netherlands
	2

	8.
	England
	16

	9.
	 Norway
	2

	
	 Total
	171


January – March 2020:
	 No.
	Requesting Country
	Number of requests 

	1. 
	Gjermania
	18

	2. 
	Franca
	3

	3. 
	Suedia
	1

	4. 
	Italia
	3

	5. 
	Belgjika
	-

	6. 
	 Greqia
	1

	7. 
	 Hollanda
	1

	8. 
	 Anglia
	8

	9. 
	 Norvegjia
	-

	10. 
	 Zvicra
	2

	
	 Total
	37


As for the number of unaccompanied minors identified in mixed migrant groups in our country, during 2018, 2 unaccompanied minors were identified, during 2019, 6 unaccompanied minors were identified and during the period January - March 2020, 9 were identified. The unaccompanied minors have been treated in full compliance with the Instruction of the Minister of Interior No. 293, dated 04.06.2015, "On the treatment of foreign nationals with irregular residence in the territory of the Republic of Albania", with Standard Operating Procedures for "Selection of irregular migrants", approved by Order of the General Director of the State Police, No. 172, dated 08.02.2018 where the unaccompanied minors are immediately referred and placed under the care of the Child Protection Units at the local government units, as well as the Decision of the Council of Ministers no. 111, dated 06.03.2019 “On the procedures for the return and repatriation of unaccompanied minors that has been implemented in accordance with the Law “On the Rights and Protection of the Child No. 18/2017”. This DCM provides for the obligations and procedures that must be followed by the institutions interested in handling requests for readmission, notifications for return and readmission of unaccompanied Albanian and foreign children.


The treatment of requests for the repatriation of Albanian unaccompanied minors in foreign countries is carried out in close cooperation with the Child Protection Units at the local government units, where these juveniles are residents, as well as with the parents of minors.

- Clarification in view of an increased number of Albanian citizens’ queries addressed to Schengen countries regarding entry bans (written point)
In addressing the problem of abuses from Albanian citizens with the visa free regime, reflected in the increase of the number of abusive asylum applicants, the Ministry of Interior and the Albanian State Police enforced measures for the prevention of such a phenomenon.

One of the most important measures enforced by Albanian State Police was the strengthening of the border control procedures for Albanian citizens travelling to EU and/or Schengen area. The Order of the General Director of State Police, Nr. 805, dated 01 August 2017, “On strengthening the control of Albanian citizens crossing the state border”, among others, in its point 3 and 4 provided as follows:

“3. All Albanian citizens refused entry in EU or Schengen area, (following 1st January 2016) due to the measure of entry ban to Schengen area, with the reasoning “for records in SIS”, “asylum refusal” and “danger to public safety”, shall not be permitted to cross the state border, when travelling again to the destination Schengen/EU countries, without a written document proving that there is no entry ban to these countries for them. 

4. All Albanian deported citizens (deported following 1st January 2015), due to the measure of entry ban to Schengen area, who have been recorded in the TIMS system as such, shall not be permitted to cross the state border, when travelling again to the destination Schengen/EU countries, without a written document proving that there is no entry ban, order of removal or order of deportation from these countries for them.”
As of 20th December 2019, the Order of the Minister of Interior No. 64, dated 20 December 2019, “On strengthening the control of Albanian citizens crossing the state border” entered into force, with immediate effect, which abolished the Order of the General Director of State Police, Nr. 805, dated 1 August 2017, “On strengthening the control of Albanian citizens crossing the state border”.

This order, among others, specifically Point 3, provide for all Albanian citizens who have been refused entry during the last two years from the day they presents themselves at the Border Crossing Point, due to an entry ban in Schengen area, because of “information in SIS”, “refusal of asylum” or “danger to public safety” as well as all Albanian citizens who have been deported during the last three years, from the day they present themselves at the Border Crossing Point, for any reason and are registered in TIMS as such, shall not be allowed to cross the border until they present an official document, officially translated into Albanian language proving that, for that person, there is not entry ban, departure order or deportation order issued by EU Member States or Schengen area.

Albanian citizens who have been refused entry in EU or Schengen area and those who have been deported from EU or Schengen area are considered with high risk of abusing with the visa free regime. 

Pursuant to the above mentioned provision, Albanian citizen of these two categories, will not be allowed to cross the border, unless they present the official document issued by the state authorities who have refused the entry of these citizens during the last two years or who have deported them during the last three years, which proves that there is no entry ban. 

As such, we strongly believe that the increase of the number Albanian citizens’ queries addressed to Schengen countries regarding entry bans is linked with their intention to officially prove that there is no entry ban imposed on them. 
· Update on the implementation of the EBCG Status Agreement (written point)
Joint Operation Flexible Operational Activities Western Balkans 2019 in Albania, is for the first fully-fledged operational activity organised and coordinated by the European Border and Coast Guard Agency on third country territory. The operation was inaugurated on 21 May 2019, in Tirana thus marking the start of the operationalization of the Status Agreement between the EU and Albania which entered into force on 01st May 2019. Consequently, on 22 May 2019, Joint Operation (JO) Flexible Operational Activities Western Balkans 2019 in Albania started and it covers the Greek-Albanian border area as part of JO Flexible Operational Activities concept.

The operational aim of the Joint Operation Flexible Operational Activities – Western Balkans 2019 in Albania is to implement coordinated operational activities at the land border between Albania and Greece, in the territory of the Republic of Albania, in order to control illegal immigration flows, to tackle cross-border crime and to enhance European cooperation. This aim has been successfully achieved.

The operational aim, so far, is implemented in full compliance with the relevant EU and international law, and national law of the Republic ofAlbania, guaranteeing the respect for fundamental rights in particular the access to international protection, the compliance with the principle of non-refoulement and data protection rules and taking into account the recommendations of the Frontex Consultative Forum and the reports and observations of the Fundamental Rights Officer. The Operation has managed to enhance border security on the operational area, to enhance operational cooperation, to enhance information exchange (excluding personal data), to identify risks and threats and to establish best practices. 

During the operational period (22 May 2019 – 29 January 2020), 17 participating Member States contributed to JO FOA WB 2019 in Albania by deploying 248 Team Members, to 2 Border Control Units and 2 Border Crossing Poins, with 7 profiles related to border control tasks (Border Surveillance Officer, Debriefing Expert, Screening Expert, Frontex Support Officer, Advanced Level Document Officer, Stolen Vehicles Detection Officer, First Line Officer) with additional support of Interpreters/Cultural Mediators (as part of the Netherlands contribution). In order to fully cover the operational needs of the JO, additional human resources were made available by internal redeployment of 27 ALB police officers co-financed by Frontex.

Joint Operation Flexible Operational Activities Western Balkans 2020 in Albania, started on 29 January 2020. Till 20 May 2020, 14 Member States have deployed 167 Team Members , with 7 profiles related to border control tasks (Border Surveillance Officer, Debriefing Expert, Screening Expert, Frontex Support Officer, Advanced Level Document Officer, Stolen Vehicles Detection Officer, First Line Officer) with additional support of Interpreters/Cultural Mediators (as part of the Netherlands contribution). In order to fully cover the operational needs of the JO, additional human resources, 27 ALB police officers are made available by internal redeployment co-financed by Frontex.

The operation continues.
6. Fight against organised crime

The State Police is fully committed to strengthening the fight against organized crime, aiming to achieve the required standards and fulfill the commitments made in the framework of Albania's integration process in the European Union.
In fulfilling the priorities of the Government and the obligations arising from this process:

By DCM No. 637, in November 2017, the Action Plan for the Fight against Organized Crime - Operation "Power of Law" was approved. It aims to significantly increase, besides inter-institutional and operational mechanisms, the results in the fight against organized crime, through detection, investigation and crackdown on individuals, groups and various criminal organizations, also targeting and hitting any asset deriving from the criminal activity. Pursuant to the Action Plan, Operation “Power of Law, by Order of the Minister No. 1246, dated 05.12.2017 it was approved the “ Establishment and functioning of the Special Task Force, at Central and Local level ”.

From november 2017 until march 2020, the Operation “Power of Law” has : 
· Conducted 68 police operations , where 729 perpetrators were prosecuted, with 575 arrested / detained, 84 declared wanted and 69 prosecuted at large.

· Dismantled 48 criminal groups;

· Seized about 100.1 million Euros of criminal assets.
Following the DCM No. 637, in January 2020, the Albanian Government approved the Normative Act No. 1 "On preventive measures in the framework of strengthening the fight against terrorism, organized crime, serious crimes and consolidating public order and security". This initiative aims to weaken the criminal and financial power of persons involved in organized crime and serious crimes and is an expression of the government not only to crack down and arrest the leaders and members of criminal groups, but also to destroy them through the overthrow of their power and financial motive.

Pursuant to the Normative Act No. 1, dated 31.01.2020, during  February 1- 31 March 2020, the State Police has undertaken the following actions:

· 56 notification were sent for asset declaration;

· 87 practices were submitted to to the Special Prosecutor's Office Against Corruption and Organized Crime;

There have been sequestrated by a Court Decision and have come for execution by OFL for performing the procedures of assets transfer under the administration of the Agency for Administration of Sequestered and Confiscated Assets as follows: 

- 6 flats

- 3 businesses

- 1 resort

- 14 vehicles etc.

Also, special importance has been paid to strengthening and increasing cooperation with counterpart structures at the regional and international level.
It is worth noting that the cooperation has been very good with all countries consisting in police information exchange in the areas of investigation of criminal offenses related to narcotics, trafficking, money laundering, economic and financial crime, cybercrime and serious crimes. The information was exchanged mainly through the channels of Interpol, Europol, CARIN Network, Interforce Office, contact officers, etc.

In this context, many parallel investigations and joint police operations have been carried out, coordinated by Europol, in the framework of bilateral or multilateral cooperation. The purpose of this cooperation was to exchange information as soon as possible to prevent and crack down on criminal networks / groups, organized crime in general.

One of the achievements in this direction is the creation of Joint Investigation Teams under the direction of EUROJUST, where during 2019, 4 joint investigative teams (JITs) have been created, which follow criminal proceedings for "Structured criminal group" and " Narcotics trafficking ”, Articles 333 / a and 283 / a of the Criminal Code.


(More detailed information on the results of the national and international operations are presented below based on the points of the agenda)
Moreover, in July 2019, in cooperation with partners, by Order of the General Director of the State Police, No. 708, dated 03.06.2019 "On the establishment of the Fast Unit Albania"; whose purpose is the seizure of wanted persons, the Fast Albania Unit  was set up and became functional, A priority in the framework of cooperation with EU countries is the capture of people declared wanted on international level, mainly Albanian citizens who have committed criminal offenses in EU countries and who are believed to be sheltered in Albania.

FAST ALBANIA is a specialized unit for identifying, locating and apprehending the most wanted persons in the country, as well as solving the problems of finding of Albanians who commit crimes in the countries of the EU.  In February 2020, Albania FAST Unit joined the family of the European Network of Fugitive Active Search Teams. Since its establishment, 14 people have been arrested, out of whom 3 foreigners.

The State Police is fully committed to strengthening the fight against organized crime, aiming to achieve the required standards and fulfill the commitments made in the framework of Albania's integration process in the European Union. In this context, on 31.01.2020, Normative Act No. 1 was approved, "On preventive measures in the framework of strengthening the fight against terrorism, organized crime, serious crimes and consolidation of public order and security", whose purpose is the urgent and temporary intervention to strengthen and intensify the fight against organized crime, organized crime groups or terrorist groups, armed gangs, individuals involved in serious crimes, aiming at consolidating security in the country, increasing the capacity and level of detection, tracking and prevention of organized crime, serious crimes, terrorism and the use by organized crime of properties of unlawful origin.


During 2019, the Strategic Document of Drugs National (2019-2023) and its Action Plan has been drafted and are soon to be adopted. The process is led by the Ministry of Health and Social Protection. 
Adoption of Law 22/2020 "On some amendments to the law" On border control ", which aims to strengthen border control and prevent illegal / irregular migration, as well as the prevention, detection, and investigation of criminal offenses for terrorist purposes or serious crimes.
· Main findings and recommendations of the case based peer review on organised crime and corruption 
Referring to the JHAIND / EXP 68331 Report, the Mission of 2-6 December 2019, of the experts of the European Commission, Maurizio Varanese, Theo Byl and Filippo Aragona, the progress made by the State Police related to the evaluation report is as follows:

· The regional directorates for the investigation of organized crime have not been established, as the cases regarding Organized Crime and Serious Crimes have been managed by the Central Investigation Directorate, in the Department of Criminal Police.

· In the framework of strengthening the fight against organized crime, striking structured criminal groups and seizing the assets, in November 2017, with DCM No. 637, it was approved “The Action Plan for the Fight against Organized Crime, Operation Power of Law,  which aims to significantly increase, together with inter-institutional and operational mechanisms, results in the fight against organized crime, through the detection, investigation and crackdown on individuals, groups and various criminal organizations , also targeting and cracking down on any illegal economic assets derived from criminal activity.

· The focus and priority of the work of the State Police in the fight against organized crime has been and remains the dismantling of structured criminal groups with the aim of seizing the assets deriving from crimimanl activity. This can be seen in the number of criminal groups dismantled and the seizure of their assets.

DATA

During 2019, there have been defeated 43, criminal groups, of which:
-        28 criminal groups in the field of narcotics.

-        8  criminal groups in the field of economic financial crimes.

-        6  criminal groups in the field of illegal traffickings.

-        1 criminal group in the field of serious crimes against property.

During the period January-March 2020, there have been defeated 5 criminal groups out of which:

- 5 criminal groups with activity in the field of narcotics

- 0 criminal groups with activity in the field of economic-financial crime

- 0 criminal groups with activity in the field of illegal trafficking

- 0 criminal groups with activity in the field of serious crimes

SEIZURES:
During 2019, in total about 95. 122. 511 Euros of assets, bank accounts, cash seized from the criminal activity of persons and criminal groups were seized, dividing them:

· In the framework of the criminal offense "Laundering the proceeds of crime or criminal activity", Article 287 of the Criminal Code, were seized a total of about 39 022 512 Euro.
· Law No. 10192 dated 03.12.2009, "On the prevention and crackdown on organized crime, trafficking, corruption and other crimes, through preventive measures against property" amended in April 2017, about 56,100,000 Euros of movable property were seized. and immovable.

During the period January-March 2020, in total about 1,717,188 Euros of assets, bank accounts, cash seized from the criminal activity of persons and criminal groups were seized, dividing them:

· In the framework of the criminal offense "Laundering the proceeds of crime or criminal activity", Article 287 of the Criminal Code were seized a total of about 1,509, 871 Euros;

· Law No. 10192 dated 03.12.2009, "On the prevention and crackdown on organized crime, trafficking, corruption and other crimes, through preventive measures against property" amended in April 2017, were seized about 207,317 Euros of movable and immovable property/estate.

· Financial investigations are carried out simultaneously with criminal investigations and the value of seized assets has increased each year. 
· Both the Prosecution and the ASP have a legal obligation to initiate criminal / financial proceedings in addition to criminal proceedings for serious crimes, organized crime and corruption, but the financial investigation is mainly disclosed at the end of the criminal investigation due to secrecy of the criminal investigation.
· Financial investigations have been increasing, including those conducted by other institutions such as the Ministry of Finance, Tax Investigation, etc.

· Seizure and confiscation of the equivalent values ​​of criminal proceeds are currently taking in place against former magistrates convicted on corruption-related offences, as in the case of former-Judge Majlinda Andrea, whose bank account was seized to the equivalent amount of the  crime proceeds.  
· The National Committee for Inter-Institutional Coordination of the Fight against Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing has drafted an action plan at the National Inter-Institutional level, in the framework of the MONEYVAL recommendations in the fifth round of Albania's assessment and the ICRG Group Action Plan / FATF. In this context, in order to improve the efficiency of financial investigations, a technical committee of inter-institutional experts has been set up, which coordinates and pursues inter-institutional obligations. With the initiative of the General Prosecutor's Office, the group is working on drafting an Inter-Institutional Memorandum of Coordination.

· Regarding the retention of data, the case management system has been implemented in the police structures and work is being done for the implementation of this system in the procedural and judicial body and this system will make it possible to pursue cases from the beginning to the end and will produce unified data at national level. A functioning case management system between the State Police and General Prosecution’s Office is one of the key issues addressed by the Inter-institutional MoU on improving the fight against money laundering and financing of terrorism. 
· In each Local Police Directorate, the sector of special operations has been set up and is functioning, which also performs the functions of supervision, monitoring and stimulated purchases.

· The Minister of Interior’s Order on cooperation with individuals has been revised and a special central structure has been set up for the handling and management of the Covert Human Intelligence Sources, foreseen in the strategic working documents of the State Police and in the Standard Operating Procedures of the State Police.

· In the National Strategy for the Fight against Corruption 2020 - 2023, the most risky sectors have been identified and concrete tasks have been planned in the Action Plan for the fight against corruption, mainly in the sectors of public procurement, health, education, local government, etc.

· Access is provided to the National Electronic Property Register, although not all properties are included in this register. Access to electronic registers in the customs and tax system has been regulated by a cooperation agreement, and technical work is underway to support and improve the access to such registers. It is allowed to access the database of the Report of Suspicious Activities (READ) and the Report of Transactions and Values (RTV). 

· The number of investigations using special investigative methods has increased as has the number of referred proceedings for trial.

· Police surveillance reports are detailed with photos, videos and detailed analysis. All ASP reports and analysis have been duly assesed and used by the prosecution. These monitoring reports have proven useful and important not only in criminal investigations but also in property administrative ones.

· In addition, ASP also conducts field surveillance against the subjects of criminal proceedings, accompanying and documenting it with photos, videos, environmental wiretaps, etc.

· On each reviewed investigative case, ASP judicial police officers, prepare in advance, in consultation with the prosecutor a list of questions for the suspected subjects before they are questioned and attributed the role and involvement they have had in the criminal activity. 

· In relation to the report on property verifications and property references in the procedural body, progress has been made from year to year, as there has been an increase from year to year.

· In the field of corruption and on-duty crimes, during 2018, 979 criminal offenses were referred, while during 2019, 852 criminal offenses were referred, or 307 more cases than during 2018 in the field of corruption and on-duty crimes. During the first quarter of 2020, the Corruption Investigation Sector identified 220 criminal offenses and revealed 187 of them, or 85%, a total of 313 perpetrators were prosecuted, of whom 29 arrested and detained, 284 prosecuted at large and 0 perpetrators have been declared wanted. During the first quarter of 2020, the Sector for Investigation of Corruption identified 137 criminal offenses and revealed 126 of them, or 91.97%, a total of 205 perpetrators were prosecuted, of which 21 arrested and detained, 180 prosecuted while free and 4 perpetrators have been declared wanted. Compared to the first quarter of 2019, during the first quarter of 2020, 83 less criminal offenses were identified, 108 perpetrators were prosecuted less, 8 perpetrators were arrested and 104 less perpetrators were prosecuted at large. 

· During 2019, 366 criminal offenses for money laundering were referred. About 39 million ALL and assets were seized during the criminal investigation. 6983 property verifications were performed and 123 cases were referred to the Prosecution of Serious Crimes.

· The Central Task Force was established for the implementation of DCM No. 637, November 2017, Action Plan for the Fight against Organized Crime, Operation “Power of Law”.

· Recently, Normative Act No. 1 was approved on 31.01.2020 "On preventive measures in the framework of strengthening the fight against terrorism, organized crime, serious crimes and maintanance of public order and security", whose purpose is the emergency and temporary intervention in the conditions of the need to strengthen and intensify the fight against organized crime, organized crime organizations and groups, as well as any other criminal and terrorist group, armed gangs, individuals involved in serious crimes, with the aim of consolidating security in the country, by increasing the capacity and level of detection, tracking and prevention of organized crime, serious crimes, terrorism and the use by organized crime of properties of unlawful origin.
· By Order of the Minister of Interior No. 105, dated 25.03.2020 "On the establishment of the special structure" Operation Power of Law - OFL ", human capacities of the Central Task Force and the Central Investigation Directorate (now the Special OFL Structure) have been strengthened.
·  With the strengthening of the capacities, the number of employees of the Special Forces Sector that functions in the Investigative Directorate has been increased, bringing the number of employees from 34 to 47.
· The Central Task Force and the Investigative Directorate have a large number of criminal proceedings for cracking down on structured criminal groups, starting from their creation in 2018, which will continue to be finalized in the ongoing period as part of the OFL component.
· The establishment and operation of the Central Task Forces and the Directorate of Investigation will provide the necessary mechanisms against organized crime gruops and criminal assets until the establishment of the National Bureau of Investigation.
· Track record on investigations, prosecutions and convictions - and statistics

HISTORY OF DATA AND STATISTICS

Regarding the number of investigations on organized crime and corruption, Track - Record and Consolidated Statistics for January-June 2019 and January-December 2019 have been completed and reported, according to the format agreed with the European Commission:
STATISTICS For 2019

	Criminal offences related to corruption, organised and serious crime  
	Total no. of cases / investigations started by the Police and referred to Prosecutor`s Office      
	No. of suspected people involved      

	
	
	

	
	
	

	A - ORGANISED AND SERIOUS CRIME
	2951
	3911

	1: Trafficking in human beings
	86
	132

	2. Trafficking art, culture and vehicles
	239
	240

	3. Smuggling
	6
	17

	4.Money counterfeiting and forgery
	100
	92

	5.Trafficking of arms
	19
	20

	6.Drug trafficking
	1989
	2704

	7. Money laundering
	400
	510

	8. Terrorism
	16
	20

	9. Organised Crime offences
	49
	159

	10.Cybercrime (computer fraud)
	47
	17

	B. CORRUPTION
	2375
	3051

	1.Public Sector Corruption
	1284
	1724

	2.Conflict of Interest and Asset Declaration
	8
	4

	3.High-Level Corruption
	5
	7

	4.Corruption in the judicial system
	23
	27

	5.Private Sector Corruption
	4
	5

	6.Forgery
	1051
	1284


*Annex 3- Full stratistics on Organized Crime found in this annex*  

· Cooperation in the field of drugs: fight against drug trafficking, 
THE FIGHT AGAINST DRUG TRAFFICKING / EMCDDA COOPERATION

Special attention has been paid by the State Police to the cooperation in the field of drugs, which has fulfilled obligations arising from international conventions and agreements, as well as objectives and measures set out in the strategic documents enlisted below:

· State Police Strategy 2015-2020.

· Cross-cutting Strategy for Organized Crime, Illegal Trafficking and Terrorism. 2013-2020 and the Action Plan 2019-2020.

· National Plans against Canabis 2017 -2020; 2019-2020.

· Annual Working Program of ASP for 2019.

· Annual Working Program of the Criminal Police Department.

· Monthly working plans as well as dynamic tasks.

· Documents in the context of EU integration. 

The fight against the production, sale and trafficking of narcotics is based on:

· Strengthening inter-institutional coordination and cooperation with counterpart structures at the regional and international level;

· Increasing the efficiency of investigations, especially through the use of special investigative methods in conducting police operations;

· Increasing and strengthening the capacity of anti-drug structures through the provision of the necessary tools and equipment, as well as continuous capacity building.

· Monitoring and evaluating the results in the field of reducing the supply of drugs.

Implementation of the existing legal framework:


During 2019, a total of 1618 criminal offenses were identified in the field of drugs (without cultivation), 1531 or 94.62% were detected with 2180 offenders of which 940 or 43% have been arrested/detained, 1170 or 54% prosecuted at large and 70 or 3% have been declared wanted. 

Comparing the data with 2018, it is concluded that:
· Reduction in the evidence of criminal offenses -5%,

· Increase in detection + 2%,

· Reduction of the number of persons prosecuted -2%,

· Reduction of the number of persons arrested / detained by 20%,

· Increase in the number of persons prosecuted at large, + 22%;

· Decrease of persons declared wanted -15%.

Table of Criminal Offences and perpetrators for 2019
	No
	CO in the related to drugs 
	Identified
	Detected 
	Detection %
	Offenders of Criminal Offences 

	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	Arrested\ detained
	prosecuted at large 
	Wanted persons 

	1
	Prod. selling narcotics
	1455
	1394
	95.81
	1911
	791
	1065
	55

	2
	Trafficking of  Narcotics
	83
	58
	69.88
	156
	99
	46
	11

	4
	Other (drugs)
	80
	79
	98.75
	113
	50
	59
	4

	TOTAL
	1618
	1531
	94.62
	2180
	940
	1170
	70


In 2019, the distribution of specific criminal offenses in the field of drugs vis-à-vis the total drug-related offences is as follows: 

 Trafficking 5%; Production, Sales 90% and other criminal offences 5%. In 2018 this ratio was: Trafficking 7%; Production / sale 89% and other criminal offences 4%.

During  January-March 2020, 363 criminal offenses were identified in the field of drugs, 343 or 94.49% of them detected with 471 offenders, of whom 186 or 39% were arrested/ detained, 276 or 59% were prosecuted at large , 6 or 1% were declared wanted.

Comparing the data with the same period of 2019, it is concluded as follows:

· Increase in the identification of criminal offenses by + 18%

· Increase in detection by +28%.

· Increase in the number of perpetrators prosecuted by 22%.

· Increase in the number of arrested persons + 4%

· Increase of persons prosecuted while free with +39%

· Increase of persons declared wanted by 50%

Table of Criminal Offences and perpetrators for January –March 2020
	Nr
	Criminal offences related to drugs 
	Identified
	Detected 
	Detection  %
	Perpetrators 

	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	Arr\ detained 
	Prosecuted at large 
	Wanted 

	1
	Prod. selling narcotics
	325
	313
	96.31
	430
	165
	260
	5

	2
	Trafficking of narcotics 
	19
	12
	63.16
	19
	11
	4
	4

	3
	Cultivation of narcotics 
	4
	3
	75
	5
	0
	5
	0

	4
	Others  (drug )
	15
	15
	199
	17
	10
	7
	0

	TOTAL
	363
	343
	94.49
	471
	186
	276
	9


In the period January-March 2020, the distribution of specific criminal offenses in the field of drugs vis-à-vis the total drug-related offences is as follows: Trafficking 5%; Production, sales 90%, Cultivation 4%, other criminal offences 1%. In the same period of 2019, this ratio was: Trafficking 9%; Production, sales 81% cultivation 4%, other criminal offences 6%.


Narcotics seizures:
During 2019, compared to 2018, the following were seized:

	Name 
	AMOUNT  2019
	AMOUNT 2018
	Difference 

	 Ecstasy
	258.4 gr
	 4.04 gr 
	+253 gr

	 CANABIS SEEDS 
	577.95 gr 
	 1 kg 761.06 gr 
	-1kg 183.11 gr

	 HASHISH
	 1 101 kg 936 gr 
	 363 kg 408.7 gr 
	+738 kg 527.3 gr

	 HEROIN
	38 kg 098.55 gr
	 23 kg 971.75 gr 
	+14 kg 126.8 gr

	 MARIJUANE
	6 331 kg 415.86 gr 
	 20 365 kg 082.525 gr 
	-14 ton 033 kg 666.665 gr

	COCAINE
	145kg 069.71 gr 
	 630 kg 566.01 gr 
	-485 kg 496.3 gr 

	 METADON
	2 gr 
	 57.7 gr 
	-

	 HASHISH OIL 
	1 L035 ml 
	 51 L758 ml 
	-50L 723 ml 

	 MIXURE 
	416.2 gr 
	-  
	+416.2 gr

	 KETAMINE
	-
	 3 L 340.2 ml 
	-3 L 340.2 ml

	 MORPHINE 
	-
	 182 kg 500 gr 
	-182 kg 500 gr


Regarding the seizures of narcotics during 2019 compared to 2018, the official statistics show:
· Significant decrease in the amount of Cocaine with - 485 kg

· Significant reduction of the amount of Marijuana with - 14 tons 33 kg

· Increase the amount of Hashish by +738 kg

· Reduction of the amount of Hashish Oil with 50 liters

· Increase the amount of Heroin by +14 kg

During the period January-March 2020, compared to the same period in 2019, drug seizures are as follow:
	Name
	Amount
JANUARY-MARCH2020
	AMMOUNT
JANUARY-MARCH 2019
	DifFERENCE

	Hashish Seeds
	24 pieces
	 197.9 gr 
	 

	 HASHISH
	-
	 924 kg 300 gr 
	-924 kg 300 gr

	 HEROIN
	1 kg 882 gr
	 15 kg 252.7 gr 
	-  13 kg 370.7 gr 

	 CANABIS
	1 012 kg 286.77 gr  
	 3 801 kg 351.11 gr 
	-2 789 kg 064.34 gr

	COCAINE
	1 kg 764.25 gr
	 617.95 gr 
	+ 1kg 146.3 gr

	HASHISH OIL
	-
	 1 liter 035 ml
	- 1 liter 035 ml

	METHADONE
	25 pieces
	-
	+ 25 pieces 

	METHADONE
	3.6 gr
	-
	+ 3.6 gr

	EXTAZY
	1 gr
	-
	+ 1 gr 

	METAMFETAMINE
	11 pieces
	-
	+ 11 pieces 

	SYNTHETIC NARCOTICS 
	2.2 gr.
	-
	+ 2.2 gr


Regarding the seizures of narcotics, compared to the same period of 2019, in the first three months of 2020, it is ascertened:
· Reduction of the amount of Marijuana by -2789 kg 64 gr;
· Reduction of the amount of Hashish with -924 kg 300 gr;
· Reduction of the amount of Heroin with - 13 kg 370 gr;
· Increase the amount of Cocaine by + 1kg 146 gr;
· Reduced amount of Cannabis Oil by -1 liter 0.35 ml.
Criminal groups

During 2019, police structures have dismantled 8 criminal groups dealing with cultivation, production, sale and trafficking of narcotics with 51 arrested/ detained.

· 3 criminal groups in terms of production and sale of narcotics with 14 arrested / detained 
· 5 criminal groups in terms of cannabis cultivation with 37 arrested/detained.
Compared to 2018 (16), 8 groups less were hit.

During the period January-March 2020, police structures dismantled 4 criminal groups dealing with production, sale of narcotics with 23 perpetrators, of which 22 arrested / detained, 1 declared wanted.

· 3 criminal groups in terms of production and sale of narcotics with 20 arrested / detained 
· 1 criminal group in terms of drug trafficking with 3 perpetrators, including 2 arrested, 1 declared wanted.
Compared to the same period of 2019, the number of groups dismantled is 4 groups more. 

Proactive investigations:
During 2019, local police structures have referred 131 proactive investigations using special investigation techniques, of which:

· 34 cases have been referred for drug trafficking.

· 97 cases were referred for production, sale of narcotics.

Compared to 2018 (130), 1 more proactive investigation has been referred.


During the period January-March 2020, local police structures have referred 28 proactive investigations using special investigation techniques of which:

· 21 cases have been referred for production, sale of narcotics.

· 7 cases have been referred for narcotics trafficking.


Compared to the same period of 2019 (45), 17 more proactive investigations have been referred.

International Police Operations:


During 2019, Local Police structures have conducted 41 police operations in the field of narcotics for the capture of internationally wanted persons for extradition purposes with 45 arrested.

Compared to 2018 (38), 3 more operations have been conducted.

During the period January-March 2020, local police structures have conducted 7 police operations in the field of narcotics for the arrest of internationally wanted persons for extradition purposes, where 7 citizens have been arrested.

Compared to the same period of 2019 (14), 7 less police operations were conducted.

National Police Operations:

During 2019, 99 police operations were carried out by the local police structures, with 227 offenders, of whom 200 arrested/ detained.


Among the most successful operations in the country, it can be mentioned: Volga, Open Road, Continuity, Lënginas, Gostima, Start 2019, Chocolate, Prita, Lake, Cascade, Pietro, Tuist, Prevention, Recidivist, Prekalori, Porosia e fundit, Student, Cakran, Rrugëtimi / Kruma, All In, Petruna etc.


Compared to 2018 (97), 3 more operations have been performed.

During the period January-March 2020, the local police structures conducted 15 police operations with 52 people involved, of which 45 arrested/detained, 6 prosecuted at large. 


The most successful operations in the country are: Tombino (criminal group), Godull, (criminal group), Sprinter (criminal group), Ristart, Zheja, Shadow, Tranzit, Lirimi, Proper movement, Fiat, Selita, Parkimi, etc.

Compared to the same period of 2019 (14), 1 more police operation was carried out.
· Drug prevention, cooperation with EMCDDA (written point)

FIGHT AGAINST CULTIVATION OF NARCOTIC PLANTS
Measures in the fight against cultivation 2019:

Pursuant to the obligations deriving from the National Plan Against Cannabis 2018-2020 approved by DCM No. 313, dated 31.5.2018 “On an amendment to decision no. 248, dated 29.3.2017, of the Council of Ministers,“ On approval of the Action Plan against Cultivation and Trafficking of Cannabis 2017–2020 ”, and by the Action Plan of the GDASP no. 257, dated 01.02.2019,“ On the prevention and crackdown on the criminal activity of cultivation of narcotic plants, for 2019 ”, the structures of the State Police have taken and are implementing all the necessary planning, organizational and operational measures in the fight against the cultivation of narcotic plants, through;

· Periodic control of the territory in the early stages of preliminary cultivation of seedlings of narcotic plants indoors or on other small areas.
· Extensive public involvement through awareness campaigns on the cultivation of narcotic plants.Strengthening the control of the integrity of police officers in charge of preventing and cracking down on criminal activity of cultivating narcotic plants.
· Intensification of work for providing police information for cultivation of narcotic plants, as well as increasing cooperation with other state institutions and local government bodies.
· Effective and efficient use of professional and operational capacities of all police structures in the fight against the cultivation of narcotic plants.                                                      

The State Police, in addition to the planned, organizational and operational measures in the fight against the cultivation of narcotic plants and inter-institutional cooperation in the area, has had a great cooperation also with the Interforce mission at the Italian Embassy for air monitoring with the Guardia Di Finanza special aircraft "Air Surveillance 2017" - 2019”, funded by the Italian Ministry of Interior.
For 2019, the cooperation with the Italian side (DGFinanza) has continued, for the aerial monitoring of the territory, in implementation of the acts; Service Contract no. 2017 / 387-073, of the Presence of the Delegation of the European Union to Albania and the Central Directorate of Criminal Police - Italian International Police Cooperation Service, with the object "Support of Anti-Cannabis Strategy - Air Surveillance", for the years 2017-2019, in our country, monitoring which will be carried out through the Interforce Mission and the Guardia di Financa.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
GDASP Order no. 256 dated 07.03.2019, “On the continuous follow-up of the implementation of the Contract “For Support of the Anti-Cannabis Strategy - Air Surveillance 2017-2019”,                   for the prevention and crackdown on the criminal activity of cultivation of narcotic plants, for 2019.
On 07.05.2019, the GDFinanza team arrived in Albania, and a meeting was held at the DPPSH, on the modalities of performing air flights with the special aircraft, as well as the placement of laboratory equipment that will process the data obtained from these air flights. A test flight has been conducted to test equipment and apparatus.

Component 1 of the “Air Monitoring” Project. As part of the SANCAS project, Guardia di Finanza has shared with the International Police Cooperation Service (SCIP) the operational plan for air monitoring for 2019, which is being implemented as follows:

· From 16 September 2019 - 31 October 2019, 40 hours of SANCAS project flight were performed;

· Italy has financed about 185 flight hours, which took place from April 62019 to September 15 2019.

Given the dynamics of this year, cooperation with the Italy, specifically with the Interforce Mission and Guardia di Financa has consisted in sending control requests for specific territories, and the required information has been returned in a timely and accurate manner.


After each mission of flight and data processing in the laboratory, the Italian side sends the "Monitoring Report", to the State Police which describes the territory monitored by air and the findings during the flight.

In cases when places / parcels suspected of narcotic plants have been identified, relevant coordinates of the parcels are provided. The local police send information to the GDASP about the findings and actions carried out, and the latter returns an official response to the Interforce Mission at the Italian Embassy in Albania.

All data obtained from air monitoring are regularly transfered to the "Gis - Narcotics" system.

Air surveys conducted during this 2019, are divided as follows:

A Total of 108 Air Monitoring Reports.

· 44 Monitoring reports (camera + sensor).

· 12 Monitoring reports (camera + sensor) by SANCAS

· 50 Extra monitoring reports (camera only).

· 2 Extra monitoring reports (camera only) SANCAS

A total of 1103 places suspected in total (coordinates)

· 893 confirmed coordinates (places) in which narcotic plants were found.

· 210 coordinates (places) no narcotic plants were found and cultivated

Total 25,931 plants destroyed.

Total 82 flight missions

· 69 from the Interforce Mission and Guardi di Financa,

· 13 from SANCAS, EU support


Total 225 flight hours

· 185 flight hours from the Interforce Mission and Guardi di Financa,

· 40 hours of flight from SANCAS, EU support

Total 7350.13 km2 controlled area

· 6518.88 km2 of surface controlled by the Interforce Mission and Guardi di Financa,

· 831.25 km2 of surface controlled by SANCAS, EU support.

From the comparison between the two periods, for 2019, it is ascertained:

· 13 more flight missions

· 37h more flight hours

· 14 km2 more controlled area,

· 4 air monitoring reports less,

· 52 extra reports more,

· 25,256 more destroyed narcotic plants.

On October 31, 2019, the flight missions for 2019 have been completed.

· CRIMINAL OFFENSES, Article 284 of the Criminal Code:
For 2019 are:

· Evidenced 453 criminal offenses, detected 235, Article 284 of the CC, of ​​which 44 are proactive proceedings (Realized 32) which are under prosecution and 409 are cases of cultivation.

· Out of 409 cultivation cases, 235 or 57.6% of the citizens involved 501 (author article 284) were arrested, 226 arrested, 63 detained, 107 released, 105 declared wanted.

· 1,607 cultivation sites were found with a total of 90,175 destroyed / sequestered narcotic plants, of which 14,886 plants were caught in cubes and 6 self-sufficient and 246 in the drying process.

· Also, 193 perpetrators (Administrator of the administrative unit, village head and inspector of the forest service, water supply guard SPZ Police) were prosecuted for the criminal offenses "Abuse of duty" and "Failure to report a crime", provided by Articles 248 and 300 of the CC. , of whom 14 were arrested, 1 was detained, 171 were released, 7 were declared wanted.

· Of these 5 police officers, 6 heads of administrative units, 111 village elders and 71 employees of the forest police service.
Comparing the same period, between two years, for 2019, we have:

· 190 more criminal offenses

· 161 more cultivation cases.

· 54,205 more narcotic plants.

· 12,170 more seedlings / cubes.

Controls exercised in the territory at the national level – 2019:

The State Police for 2019, in the territory control has engaged 17,098 control groups, with 57,965 police officers, 13,103 police vehicles, 19 vessels, service hours 389,600 were performed a total of 136,322 checks / rechecks, divided as follows:

· Greenhouses / minigreenhouses 36605

· Warehouse / objects 13475

· Former Military Objects11454

· Abandoned houses 8612

· stalls  3989

· Open environments 57561

· Former parcels 2016-2018, are 4654

For the period January-March 2020

Pursuant to the obligations deriving from the National Plan Against Cannabis (PKKK) 2018-2020 approved by DCM no. 313, dated 31.5.2018 “On an amendment to decision no. 248, dated 29.3.2017, of the Council of Ministers, “On the approval of the Action Plan against Cultivation and Trafficking in Cannabis 2017–2020”, the State Police has approved and is implementing Action Plan no. 139, dated 27.01.2020, "On the prevention and fight on the criminal activity of cultivation of narcotic plants, for 2020", regarding:

· Periodic control of the territory in the early stages of preliminary cultivation of seedlings of narcotic plants indoors or on other small areas.

· Extensive public involvement in the process of informing the cultivation of narcotic plants through awareness and creating practical opportunities for providing information.

· Strengthening cooperation with other law enforcement agencies, other state institutions and local government that have legal obligations to prevent and crack down on criminal activity of cultivating narcotic plants.

· Strengthening the control of the integrity of police officers in charge of preventing and cracking down on criminal activity of cultivating narcotic plants.

· Intensification of work for providing police information for cultivation of narcotic plants, as well as increasing cooperation with other state institutions and local government bodies.

· Effective and efficient use of professional and operational capacities of all police structures in the fight against the cultivation of narcotic plants.

· Striking the criminal activity of trading cannabis seeds and cultivating narcotic plants in Cuba, through proactive investigations, conducting operational actions, for legal documentation and bringing to justice the perpetrators.

For the period 01 January 2020 to 31 March 2020, these measures have been taken by the structures of the State Police and the indicators have been achieved as follows;
ORGANIZATIONAL MEASURES FOR 2020:

Pursuant to the obligations deriving from the National Plan against Cannabis 2018-2020 approved by DCM no. 313, dated 31.5.2018”, have been prepared and approved the following

Action Plan/Operational Plan 

· Action Plan of GDASP no. 139, dated 27.01.2020, "On the prevention and fight against criminal activity of cultivation of narcotic plants, for 2020". It was sent to all police structures for implementation. 

· Order no. 163 dated 08.02.2020, "On the establishment of the working group for monitoring the local police structures in relation to the prevention and crackdown on criminal activity of cultivation of narcotic plants".

· Order no. 173 dated 08.02.2020, "On the establishment of the working group and division of tasks for monitoring the local police structures in relation to the prevention and crackdown on criminal activity of cultivation of narcotic plants".

· Order no. 263 dated 26.02.2020, "On monitoring the activity of local police structures, against cannabis cultivation, during 2020 by the Deputy Director General of Police and Directors of the Departments” ".

· Order no. 277 dated 27.02.2020, "On the establishment of 12 groups in the ASP for the monitoring of local police structures, in relation to the prevention and crackdown on criminal activity of cultivation of narcotic plants, for 2020".

PREVENTIVE - OPERATIONAL MEASURES:

During the period January- March 2020, 2287 control groups were engaged in the territory control, with 6872 police officers, 1902 police vehicles, 43610 service hours, a total of 26373 controls / re-inspections have been carried out, as follows:

· Greenhouses / minigreenhouses 9135

· Warehouse / objects 5402

· Former Military facilities 4779

· Abandoned houses 2704

· Stalls 1321

· Open spaces 2894

· Former parcels 2016-2017-2018-2019, 33 have been checked.

OPERATIONS - POLICE for territorial control at the national level;
Telegram No. 360, dated 24.02.2020, "On the organization and development of a Police Operation for the control of closed premises for the prevention of cultivation of narcotic plants on 26.02.2020". The State Police, has engaged a total of 286 control groups with 1126 police officers, 250 vehicles and 2 vessels on 26.02.2020, as a result of which, the following results were achieved. 

6594 inspections were carried out, of which 3100 greenhouses / warehouses, 1274 warehouses / facilities, former military facilities, 1187, abandoned houses 627 stalls / stables 226, open premises 162, and 18 former parcels. 
Cooperation with EMCDDA
On  March 13, 2019, the European Monitoring Center for Drugs and Drug Addiction signed a working arrangement with the Government of Albania, on the verge of High –level ministerial meeting (62nd session) of the Commission of Narcotic Drugs in Vienna, Austria. The arrangement will provide expertise and technical support in relation to the development of drug data collection system and reporting capacity in the country. 

The EMCDDA began its cooperation with Albania in 2007 in the framework of EU-funded technical assistance projects designed to prepare western Balkan countries for accession to the EU.

The EMCDDA and Albania are currently working together to consolidate Albania’s capacity to monitor the drug phenomenon through the use of evidence-based tools.They also exchange data on new psychoactive substances, as well as expertise on establishing a national early-warning system.

Regarding cooperation with EMCDDA (European Monitoring Center for Drugs and Drug Addiction)

 On March 13, 2019, the Agreement between the European Monitoring Center for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA), the Ministry of Interior and the Ministry of Health and Social Protection of the Republic of Albania was signed.

Areas of cooperation:
· Exchange of methodology of data collection systems and for data in particular (demand reduction of demand, supply and decrease of supply, legal aspects and policy models);

· Exchange of experiences and data on new psychoactive substances (SRP), as well as the creation and strengthening of an Early Drug Warning System.

· Exchange of experiences on health and social reactions to problems caused by drugs, above all for the prevention of infectious diseases, harm reduction, social integration and integrated care for people who are addicted to drugs.

· Support for the approximation of national legislation and Albanian policies with EU legislation and policies on drug-related issues.

Implementation: 

During 2019, pursuant to the agreement, representatives of the Criminal Police Department, Anti-Narcotics Unit and Police Scientific Institute participated in several meetings organized by the Ministry of Health and Social Protection, aimed at:

- The establishment and functioning of an Early Warning System for drugs
-  Amendments to the Law 7975 "On Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances".

· Law enforcement cooperation: joint investigations; cross-border operational cooperation; 
The State Police/ has given special importance to strengthening and increasing cooperation with counterpart structures at the regional and international level.

The cooperation has been very good with all countries, mainly the cooperation has consisted in the exchange of police information in the areas of investigation of drug offenses, trafficking, money laundering, economic and financial crime, cybercrime and serious crime,, where the information was exchanged mainly through the channels of Interpol, Europol, CARIN Network, Interforce Office, contact officers, etc.


In the context of cooperation, the State Police during the time span of years has conducted many parallel investigations or joint police operations, coordinated by Europol, but also in the framework of bilateral or multilateral cooperation.


The purpose of this cooperation has been the exchange information as soon as possible to prevent and crack down on criminal networks / groups, organized crime in general.


With the establishment of the FAST-ALBANIA Unit in July 2019, the priority in the framework of cooperation with EU countries, has been the capture of persons declared wanted on international level, mainly Albanian citizens who have committed criminal offenses in EU countries and are believed to be in in Albania. So far, there has been cooperation with Germany, France, Belgium, Croatia, Montenegro and Kosovo.


FAST ALBANIA is a specialized unit for identifying, locating and apprehending 50 most wanted persons nationwide, also in charge of searching Albanians who commit crimes in the countries of European Union. 


Since its establishment, 14 people were apprehended, of whom 3 foreigners.

Some indicators within this cooperation:


During 2019, there were 64 criminal proceedings under investigation in cooperation with international partners, as follows:

· In the fight against Narcotics and Trafficking, 52 joint proceedings are underway.
· In the fight against Economic and Financial Crime, 9 joint proceedings are underway.
· In the fight against crimes against Persons and Wealth, 3 joint proceedings are underway.
During January- March 2020, 9 joint investigations were registered linked to the fight against narcotics, which are being pursued in cooperation with international partners.


In total 2019-January-March 2019, 73 criminal proceedings are being pursued in cooperation with international partners.


During 2019, 37 joint operational meetings were held with international partners in order to investigate the prosecution, namely:

· 27 operational meetings were held by the Narcotics and Trafficking Investigation Unit;

· 7 operational meetings were held by the Economic and Financial Crime Investigation Unit;

· 3 operational meetings were held by the Crime Investigation Unit against the Person and Wealth.

During the period January-March 2020, 7 joint operational meetings were held with international partners in order to conduct investigations.

Joint investigation teams
During 2019, 4 joint investigative teams (JITs) have been established, which follow criminal proceedings for “Structured criminal groups” and “Narcotics trafficking”, Articles 333/a and 283/a of the Criminal Code.

· 3 teams with Italian counterparts;

· 1 team with German counterparts, supported by IPA Program.

During the period January-March 2020, no joint investigation team has been set up. 

OPERATIONS IN COOPERATION WITH INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS

During 2019, 87 police operations were conducted in the field of organized crime, in cooperation with international partners.

· 60 police operations in the field of narcotics 

· 23 police operations in the field of illegal trafficking,

· 4 police operations in the field of economic and financial crime,

As the most important we can mention the police operation "Goldfinger", "Goldfinger 2", "Kuito", 

"Teversus", "The Wrong Way", "Fiori di primavera", "Metropolis",

Compared to 2018 (75 police operation), we have 12 more police operations.

During the period January-March 2020, 23 police operations were conducted in the field of organized crime, in cooperation with international partners. Divided by directions we have:
· 18 police operations in the field of narcotics

· 2 police operations in the field of illegal trafficking,

· 2 police operations in the field of economic and financial crime,

· 1 police operation in the field of computer crimes


As the most important we can mention "New start", "Similarity 2; Option IX; "Eclipse IV", "Pangea", "E-Trace", "Barracuda", "Besa 2018", "Kitchen".

Compared to January-March 2019 (23 police operations), we have the same number of police operations conducted

Power of Law Operation
During 2018, the police operation "Force of Law", has achieved the following results:

· 21 police operations conducted, where 242 perpetrators were prosecuted, with 198 arrested / detained, 32 declared wanted and 6 prosecuted at large.

· Dismantled 12 criminal groups;

· Seized about 12,450,000 Euros of criminal assets.

During 2019, the police operation "Force of Law", has achieved the following results:
· 38 police operations conducted, where 259 perpetrators were prosecuted, with 204 arrested / detained, 36 declared wanted and 19 prosecuted at large. 

· dismantled 24 criminal groups;

· Seized about 73 000 000 Euro, criminal assets.
During the period January- March 2020, the police operation "Force of Law" has achieved the following results:

· 6 police operations, with 217 perpetrators, of which 164 arrested / detained (1 house arrest), 36 are being prosecuted while free, 11 have been declared wanted;

· 5 criminal group has been dismantled;

· No seizure of criminal assets.

Pursuant to the Normative Act No. 1, dated 31.01.2020, within the Operation Force of Law (OFL) during the period 01 February - 31 March 2020, the following actions were performed:
· 56 property declaration notifications were sent;

· Based on the information received from 538 entities, the Local Police Directorates have processed / supplemented the materials and sent 87 practices to the Special Prosecution Office Against Corruption and Organized Crime:

· 81 practices have been submitted pursuant to Article 19 of the Normative Act;
· 6 practices pursuant to Article 18 of the Normative Act.
· 16 decisions of the Special Court for Seizure and Confiscated Property have been issued by the Court and then executed by the OFL, followed by the transfer of the related assets to the administration of the Agency for Administration of Seized and Confiscated Assets, specifically these assets:
	LPD
	No decisions
	Apartment
	Cars
	Businesses
	Land
	Resort
	Oil station
	Motor vehicle

	Durrës
	8
	2
	7
	3
	-
	1
	1
	-

	Fier
	1
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Elbasan
	1
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Gjirokastër
	1
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Shkodër
	5
	4
	4
	-
	2
	-
	-
	1

	Total
	16
	6
	14
	3
	2
	1
	1
	1


Cross-border cooperation 

Joint Operation Flexible Operational Activities Western Balkans 2019 in Albania, is for the first fully-fledged operational activity organised and coordinated by the European Border and Coast Guard Agency on third country territory. The operation was inaugurated on 21 May 2019, in Tirana thus marking the start of the operationalization of the Status Agreement between the EUand Albania which entered into force on 01st May 2019. Consequently, on 22 May 2019, Joint Operation (JO) Flexible Operational Activities Western Balkans 2019 in Albania started and it covers the Greek-Albanian border area as part of JO Flexible Operational Activities concept.

The operational aim of the Joint Operation Flexible Operational Activities – Western Balkans 2019 in Albania is to implement coordinated operational activities at the land border between Albania and Greece, in the territory of the Republic of Albania, in order to control illegal immigration flows, to tackle cross-border crime and to enhance European cooperation. This aim has been succesfully achieved.

The operational aim, has been so far implemented in full compliance with the relevant EU and international law, and national law of the Republic ofAlbania, guaranteeing the respect for fundamental rights in particular the access to international protection, the compliance with the principle of non-refoulement and data protection rules and taking into account the recommendations of the Frontex Consultative Forum and the reports and observations of the Fundamental Rights Officer. The Operation has managed to enhance border security on the operational area, to enhance operational cooperation, to enhance information exchange (excluding personal data), to identify risks and threats and to establish best practices. 

During the operational period (22 May 2019 – 29 January 2020), 17 participating Member States contributed to JO FOA WB 2019 in Albania by deploying 248 Team Members, to 2 Border Control Units and 2 Border Crossing Poins, with 7 profiles related to border control tasks (Border Surveillance Officer, Debriefing Expert, Screening Expert, Frontex Support Officer, Advanced Level Document Officer, Stolen Vehicles Detection Officer, First Line Officer) with additional support of Interpreters/Cultural Mediators (as part of the Netherlands contribution). In order to fully cover the operational needs of the JO, additional human resources were made available by internal redeployment of 27 ALB police officers co-financed by Frontex.

Joint Operation Flexible Operational Activities Western Balkans 2020 in Albania, started on 29 January 2020. Till 20 May 2020, 14 Member States have deployed 167 Team Members , with 7 profiles related to border control tasks (Border Surveillance Officer, Debriefing Expert, Screening Expert, Frontex Support Officer, Advanced Level Document Officer, Stolen Vehicles Detection Officer, First Line Officer) with additional support of Interpreters/Cultural Mediators (as part of the Netherlands contribution). In order to fully cover the operational needs of the JO, additional human resources, 27 ALB police officers are made available by internal redeployment co-financed by Frontex.

The operation continues.

International agreements

In the framework of strengthening cooperation with international partners, during 2019, there were finalized international agreements, protocols and memoranda as follow 
Cooperation Agreements, Memoranda, and Protocols signed in 2019
· On 13.11.2019, A Memorandum of Understanding between the Security Academy of the Albanian State Police and the Austrian Federal Police Academy in the field of training and education was signed;

· On 7.2.2019, the Law no. 6/2019 “On the ratification of the status agreement between the Republic of Albania and the European Union on actions taken by the Coast Guard and European Border Agency in the Republic of Albania” was approved;

· On 25.2.2019, a cooperation agreement was signed between the State Police and a partner unit in an EU country in the field of witness protection;

· On 5.3.2019, the Law no. 13/2019 “On the ratification of the Agreement between the Parties to the Police Cooperation Convention for South Eastern Europe on the Automatic Exchange of DNA, dactyloscopic and Vehicle Registration Data and its Implementing Agreement” was approved;

· On 3.5.2019, a cooperation agreement was signed between the State Police and a partner unit in an EU country in the field of witness protection;

· On 30.5.2019, a Memorandum of Cooperation was signed between the State Police and the Kosovo Police on joint patrols during the 2019 tourist season;

· On 7.6.2019, the Cooperation Agreement on Logistic Support was signed between the General Directorate of State Police and the General Directorate of Police of the Republic of Kosovo, as amended on 20.6.2019;

· On 24.6.2019, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the Directorate General of State Police and the OSCE Representation in Albania on the implementation of the analysis of the system of coordination, cooperation and communication between the Judicial Police and the Prosecution in the criminal proceedings;

· On 3.7.2019, the Protocol of Cooperation was signed between the ASP and the Police Directorate of Montenegro on cooperation during the tourist season.

· On 12.9.2019, the Memorandum of Understanding between the Directorate General of ASP and Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs in United Kingdom “On Collaboration in the Area of Fight Against Financial and Economic Crime”, was signed;

· On 14.11.2019, the Memorandum of Understanding between the MoI of the Czech Republic and the MoI of the Republic of Albania “On the use of the donation given by the Czech Republic to the Republic of Albania to support the cooperation of the law enforcement authorities of their states in the field of combating cybercrime”;

· On 10.12.2019, a cooperation agreement was signed between the State Police and a partner unit in an EU country in the field of witness protection.

National Central Bureau of Interpol

For 2019, through INTERPOL I-24/7 systems, 18500 e-mails have been received, and addressed to the NCB Interpol-Tirana.
During 2019, there were arrested in other countries for extradition to Albania, 133 Albanian and foreign citizens and, 104 Albanian and foreign citizens were extradited to Albania.

Counterpart offices proclaimed international arrest warrants for 399 citizens and 139 citizens have been arrested in Albanian territory with a view of extradition abroad;
During 2019, OPC Interpol Tirana, in cooperation with the General Secretariat of INTERPOL and counterpart offices, have developed and coordinated 27 joint operations:

2020

During the first 3 months of 2020, through INTERPOL I-24/7 system, 4507 messages have been received, and addressed to the NCB Interpol-Tirana, compared to 4610 in the first 3 months of 2019.

During the first 3 months of 2020, there were 9101 registered practices in the electronic archive of NCB Interpol – Tirana, compared to 12760 in the first 3 months of 2019 or - 28 %.

During the first 3 months of 2020, NCBI Tirana proclaimed international arrest warrants for 33 persons, while counterpart offices have proclaimed international arrest warrants for 118 persons connected to Albania. 19 persons were arrested abroad for extradition to our country and 14 persons were arrested in our country for extradition abroad. 21 persons were extradited from other countries to our country and 13 persons were extradited from our country toward other countries.

Operations:

During the first 3 months of 2020, NCBI Tirana, in cooperation with the General Secretariat of INTERPOL and counterpart offices, has developed and coordinated 3 joint operations, compared to 9  in the same period of 2019.  7 joint operations were planned to develop, but 4 of them were canceled because of Global Pandemic.

Europol National Unit

During 2019, were exchanged in total of 8645 correspondences, of which 8316 SIENA messages and 329 information/ practices from the Task Force (TFAF). Compared to last year, were exchanged a total of 127 information or + 1.5% (in 2018 were 8391 SIENA messages and 127 TFAF practices).

During 2019, from the Europol National Unit and TFAF were coordinated 20 international operations (compared to 10 operations of 2018) as follows:

· Operation "EEL-LICIT TRADE 2" (March, April 2019) against the extinction of endangered species;
· Continuation of Operation "VIRIBUS" (5.5.2019) against counterfeiting and piracy of products;
· Operations "TUZI 2" and "SUKOBIN 1" (May 24 - June 6, 2019), against illegal immigration;
· Continuation of Operation "ONE IF BY LAND", against illegal immigration;
· Operation JAD "Danub 4" (27.6.-8.7.2019), against environmental crime, falsification of administrative documents, illegal migration and trafficking in human beings.

· Operation "OPSON VIII", against the production, trade, trafficking of food products and beverages under standard and counterfeit, where it has become possible to prosecute 38 entities and 31 citizens;
· Operation "GOLDFINGER" (June 26, 2019), against drug and weapons trafficking.

· Operation JAD (Joint Action Days) Western Balkans, focused on the fight against firearms trafficking;

· Operation "FINCAR2", on the fight against cross-border criminal activities of vehicle traffic and their parts;

· Operation "ARMSTRONG VI" against arms trafficking through postal packages;

In 2019 Albania State Police became part of EMPACT OPC.
Europol National Unit coordinated 3 operational meetings during 2019.

Jnauary – March 2020.

During the first 3 months of 2020 from Europol National Unit were exchanged in total, 1915 messages, compared to the same period of 2019, were exchanged 205 messages less or – 9.7%.  (2120 messages in the 3 months of 2019). This decrease is caused by the situation of the pandemic COVID 19 where most of the Europol National Units/Liaison Bureaus have reduced their staff and their activity. The statistics are calculated together with the Task Force Anti Falcon.

During this period was conducted an operational meeting through a video conference named REFOX, regarding internet fraud.

On 31.03.2020 was appointed a national contact point for EMPACT.

Since the deployed of a Europol Liaison Officer in the headquarters of Albania State Police in June 2019 in the second six months of 2019 and the begining of 2020 there has been an increase of the number of Siena messages exchanged with the EU countries and Third Parties. The presence of the Europol Liaison Bureau has contributed further to the strengthening of cooperation with all the EU Member States and Europol. This is reflected in the increased number of information sent as contribution and requests sent to Europol from Albania State Police.

Anti – Falcon Task Force (AFTF)

The statistics for AFTF during the period of 2019 and the 3 months of 2020 are mentioned above 
During 2019 from the TFAS were coordinated 10 operations as follows.

· On 22-23.1.2019, an operation was finalized with Belgian colleagues against a criminal group which committed burglary in Belgium.

· Operation "Habitat Tirana", conducted in cooperation with the Spanish Civil Guard.

· On April 23, 2019, Operation "AKUILA 2019" took place, carried out in cooperation with the French law enforcement authorities;

· On April 27, 2019, was conducted the Operation "PICASO 2";

· On 14.5.2019, in Albania, was conducted the police operation "Lawyer";

· On 15.6.2018, was conducted the Operation "ALBA 44", for the criminal offense of "Organized theft" and "creating criminal groups";

· On June 19, 2019, was conducted an operation together with the French law enforcement authorities, for the criminal offense of "burglary of apartments in organized groups";

· On 20.10.2019, the Spanish police in cooperation with TFAF and Europol conducted the police operation "OP HABITAT RINIA" in the cities of Madrid and Toledo, where a criminal group was arrested, for committing burglaries at the homes of Real Madrid and Atletico Madrid players.

· On November 16, 2019, the Spanish Civil Guard in cooperation with TFAF conducted the police operation "POTASIO".

· On 12.12.2019, was conducted the police operation "PICASO 3".

AFTF staff participated in 7 operational meetings during 2019. The performance of the AFTF is assessed as positive by international partners.

Liaison Officers

In the framework of cooperation with Liaison Officers:

International Operations coordinated by the Liaison Officers

During 2019, there were 1435 requests and information exchanged with foreign liaison officers in Albania or those covering our country (compared to 862 during 2018, or +66.4%). They are informed every 10 days for the operations conducted by the State Police. Regular meetings are held every three months by the General Director of State Police with all foreign liaison officers and a bulletin has been drafted with information on the fight against organized crime, police operations, seizures and arrests of the people declared wanted.

In this context, during 2019, 4446 messages were exchanged by the Albanian Liaison Officers (LO) (compared to 4134 during 2018, or +7.5%).

There have been 18 international operations coordinated by our Liaison Officers. Compared to 2018, 5 more operations were coordinated (13 during 2018).

Some of the operations conducted during 2019 are as follows: 

“GREEN BIRTH", "GREEN", "LEZAAK", "HAMHILTON", "INGROU", "SPRING FLOWERS”, “TAKLE”, “HIGHUAY 2017”, “REVERSUS”, “MONTPELLIER”, “OUTLET”.

On 23.10.2019, SELEC has announced that the operations “BREZI I GJELBËR-SYNERGIA” conducted between Albanian and Greece was assessed as the best operation in the region for the six first months of 2019.  

Albanian State Police officers that are temporarily serving in France, have supported and coordinated 6 operations (1 against drug trafficking, 5 against thefts by organized criminal groups and in aggravated circumstances).

There have been 41 repatriation operations of Albanian nationals from France organized by FRONTEX and coordinated by LO in Paris, or 4 operations more than in 2018.

There have been 36 repatriation operations of Albanian nationals from France organized by FRONTEX and coordinated by LO in Paris, or 6 operations more than in the same period of 2018.

During January-March 2020, there were 296 requests and information exchanged with foreign liaison officers in Albania or those covering our country. They are informed every 10 days about the operations conducted by the State Police. Regular meetings are held every three months by the General Director of State Police with all foreign liaison officers and a bulletin has been drafted with information on the fight against organized crime, police operations, seizures and arrests of the people declared wanted.

In this context, during January-March 2020, 564 messages were exchanged by the Albanian Liaison Officers (LO).

There have been 3 international operations coordinated by our Liaison Officers.

Some of the operations conducted during January-March 20202020 are as follows: 

“LEACE", "GEARBOX", "DELIVERY”.

There have been 11 repatriation operations of Albanian nationals from France organized by FRONTEX and coordinated by LO in Paris.

· Law enforcement cooperation: training provided by EU JHA Agencies (Europol, Frontex, Eurojust, Cepol(Written point)  

The State Police, in the framework of cooperation with EU law enforcement agencies (Europol, Frontex, Cepol) has benefited trainings in various areas which have led to boosting capacities and professionalism of the ASP employees as follows: 

CEPOL in coordination with EUROPOL and UNODC, during 2019 and January-March 2020, excellently coordinated with Albanian State Police 27 Training, training in total 54 Albanian State Police Officers in different fields. The Training included topics such as: Advanced International Witness Training; Operative Intelligence Analysis; National Financial Investigation and International Investigations; Joint investigative teams in cooperation with the EU in the field of Criminal Justice; Regional Training for Money Laundering Investigation related to Virtual Currency "KRIPTO"; Synthetic drugs and new psychoactive substances, etc.    

January-December 2019

	Training Course Topics
	Number of Officers Trained

	1. Advanced International Witness Training 
	1 Officer

	2. Cocaine trafficking 
	1 Officer

	3. Operative Intelligence Analysis 
	1 Officer

	4. Cybercrime Threats-Challenges for Financial Investigations Related to Them 
	2 Officers

	5. The fight against terrorism and its financing 
	1 Officer

	6. National Financial Investigation and International Investigations 
	12 Officers


	7. Organized crime that facilitates illegal immigration, links to terrorist threats 
	1 Officer

	8. Money collectors, related to money laundering
	1 Officer

	9. Economic Crime Investigation Related to Human Trafficking and Illegal Migration Trafficking 
	2 Officers

	10. Drug Crimes and Markets - Strategic Analysis "(joint venture with EMCDDA)
	1 Officer

	11. Investigation and Prevention of Corruption 


	1 Officer  


	12. Illegal heroin trade 
	1 Officer

	13. Investigation and prosecution of illegal possession and trafficking of firearms
	1 Officer


	14. Joint investigative teams in cooperation with the EU in the field of Criminal Justice 
	2 Officers

	15. Regional Training for Money Laundering Investigation related to Virtual Currency "KRIPTO" 
	7 Officers

	16. Foreign Terrorist Fighters / Terrorist Travelers" 
	1 Officer

	17. Drug trafficking through the postal system 
	1 Officer

	18. Firearms linked to organized crime and terrorism 
	1 Officer

	19. Carrying out Laboratory-Scientific Research in various I.T. Equipment 
	1 Officer


	20. Financial investigation related to the relief of illegal migration 
	1 Officer

	21. Financial investigation related to corruption 
	3 Officers

	22. Sexual exploitation of children online 
	1 Officer

	23. The trader in absence-deception within the community 
	2 Officers

	24. Synthetic drugs and new psychoactive substances 
	1 Officer

	25. Regional Conference of Western Balkans Trainers in the framework of the Joint UNODC/CEPOL Project "Strengthening Regional Capacities in the Fight Against Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing" 
	4 Officers

	26. Financial investigation related to public procurement fraud and money laundering 
	1 Officer

	TOTAL TRAINIG – 26
	TOTAL TRAINED: 52 Officers


January-march 2020
	Training Course Topics
	Number of Officers Trained

	1. Financial investigation related to public procurement fraud and money laundering
	2 Officer


Also, within the framework of the annual courses that CEPOL covers with expenses and based on the Cooperation Agreement Plan, 2018 – 2020, Albanian participants under the ‘WBFI CEPOL’ Project Activities for the calendar year 2018-2019 are as follows:

· 11 participants in webinars (online seminars): OSINT, New Trends in Social Media in connection with Illegal Immigration and Trafficking in Human Beings, etc;
· 30 Albanian Officers, as participants in the ‘Exchange Program’ exchanged with those of EU countries, within the framework of the ‘CEPOL-WBFI’ Project;
· 47 participants in Courses with topics related to Economic Crime and the ‘CEPOL-WBFI’ Project - (6) National Training Courses and 8 in Regional Courses;
· 11 participants in General Residential Courses organized by CEPOL 
In 2019 Europol provided 1 training in the Europol Headquarters, Hague, Netherland, for 2 officers from Albania State Police, “Train the Trainers” for the system Siena. In this training participated the Chief of Europol National Unit Albania and the Chief of Liaison Officers. There were no trainings in 2020.
FRONTEX

The Common Core Curriculum for Border and Coast Guard, Basic Training in the EU (CCC-2017, Frontex), was translated and implemented in National Level at the beginning of 2018. Fifty new base level border officers are trained with new curricula during 2018 year and In June 2019, 20 student have successfully completed online testing by Frontex .The Common Core Curriculum for Border and Coast Guard, Mid-level Management training in the EU (CCC-ML, Frontex) was translated during 2019 year and the national implementation plan is prepared.

	TRAINING COURSE
	PARTICIPANTS
	YEAR

	Training on Integrated Border Management
	2
	2018

	Course on enhanced cooperation between Customs and Border Guard at external land border crossing points
	4
	

	European course for CIRAM analysts
	1
	

	Course for Forced-Return Escorts Officers
	2
	2019

	Frontex Support Officer (Profile 11)
	4
	

	Course for Border Surveillance Officer – Land Operations (Profile 9)
	4
	

	Training on Integrated Border Management (Strategy advisers)
	3
	

	 Refreshing Regional training for accompanying escorts


	2
	

	On effective negotiations in international context


	3
	

	Incidents/ events during interviews, reports on criminal data in JORA 2 module. 
	4
	

	Course for Border Surveillance Officer – Land Operations (Profile 9)
	1
	2020


· Threat assessment on organised crime, smuggling of illicit goods, including arms; general reporting on the state of play of the implementation of Albania’s commitments in the context of the Regional Roadmap on Small Arms and Light Weapons in the Western Balkan; trafficking in human beings (written point)

During 2019, in order to provide guidance for a more efficient decision-making in the fight against organized crime and serious crimes, the annual reports of strategic level are drafted as follows:

Risk Assessment of Criminal Groups for 2019


The report “Risk Assessment of Criminal Groups” has been drafted presenting a general picture of organized crime, assessing the risk posed by criminal groups andranks active groups based on their degree of danger, identifies lacks of information and gives effective recommendations for the following period.

Serious and Organize Crime Threat Assessment –2019


Report on “Serious and Organised Crime Threat Assesment –2019” was drafted based on the results of a comprehensive analysis of criminal activities, criminal groups and factors leading to criminal activities. It also presents a general picture of serious and organized crime in Albania, identifies the ways and means used to carry out criminal activities, new emerging trends, as well as assesses threats posed by organized crime and serious crimes.

Trafficking of human beings 

The fight against trafficking in persons continues to be one of the key priorities of the Albanian government and all other structures with duties and responsibilities in this direction. Office of National Coordinator for Issues of Combating Trafficking in Persons (ONAC), during the reporting period, has undertaken and coordinated a series of activities and actions, where the most significant ones are presented below: 

Anti-trafficking legal framework and ensuring its proper implementation:

In April 2019, the Agreement was signed between the National Coordinator for Combating Trafficking in Persons and the National Coalition of Anti-Trafficking Shelters “On the Establishment and Functioning of the Advisory Board for Victims / Potential Victims of Trafficking”(No. 2931.2014.08, dated 08). On May 30, the Advisory Board for Victims / Potential Victims of Trafficking with 3 members was set up. Pursuant to the Agreement, the Regulation of the Board, the Declaration of Confidentiality and the Declaration of Consent were drafted.

The strict implementation of the Decision of the Council of Ministers (DCM) no. 499, dated 29.08.2018 "On the approval of standard action procedures for the protection of victims and potential victims of trafficking", which are the basic document for the identification, referral, protection and assistance of potential victims / victims of trafficking. Pursuant to the obligations arising from this important instrument for the identification and protection of victims of trafficking, ONAC in cooperation with the Psycho-Social Center "Vatra", drafted 7 brochures for institutions of the education system, health institutions, border police insititutions and other structures of the police, the state social service, the state labor inspectorate and the social protection structures in the municipality. These brochures aim to help professionals take advantage of the opportunities offered by Standard Operating Procedures and use their skills and experience to create together, an environment where law is enforced and the rights of victims of trafficking are respected.

In order to clarify and facilitate the implementation of Standard Procedures for the Protection of Victims and Potential Victims of Trafficking, ONAC in cooperation with state and non-state structures have conducted training with employees of the structures responsible for identifying and protecting victims / potencial victims of trafficking.

In 2018 with DCM no. 770, dated 26.12.2018 “On the approval of the National Action Plan for the Fight against Trafficking in Persons 2018–2020”, the National Action Plan for the Fight against Trafficking in Persons 2018-2020 was approved. National Action Plan for the Fight against Trafficking in Persons expresses the commitment of the Albanian state and government, of state and non-state institutions, of anti-trafficking actors working in public and non-public structures, to minimize the phenomenon of trafficking in persons. The activities foreseen in the NAP 2018-2020 aim to improve the functioning of a comprehensive system by strengthening the mechanism of identification, protection, reintegration of victims of trafficking. Pursuant to this Action Plan, the ONAC has drafted the monitoring report on the implementation of this Action Plan. The report reflects the implementation of measures of the National Action Plan for Combating Trafficking in Persons for the period 2018-2019 and has been drafted, based on the reports of ministries and state and non-state institutions responsible for its implementation. Following its agreement by the structures responsible for its implementation, the Report will come up with some recommendations, which will be included in a work plan for addressing them.

Pursuant to Law 18/2017 “On the Rights and Protection of the Child”, Decisions of the Council of Ministers and instructions have been approved:

· Decision of the Council of Ministers No. 129, dated 13.03.2019 “Procedures for Identification, Immediate Assistance and Referral of Children exploited for economic reasons including children in street situation”;

· Decision of the Council of Ministers No. 111, dated 06.03.2019 "On Procedures and Rules for Returning and Repatriation of the unaccompanied children";

· Decision of the Council of Ministers No. 186, dated 04.04.2019 "On the criteria for employment of staff of child protection structures and staff working with children";

· Decision of the Council of Ministers No. 465, dated 03.07.2019 "On measures to protect children from access to illegal and / or harmful content on the Internet";

· Instruction No. 556, dated 29.7.2019 "On the procedure of settlement in Social Care Institutions for children for whom protection measures have been taken";

· National Plan for the Protection of Children from Economic Exploitation, approved by Decision of the National Council for the Rights and Protection of the Child No. 704, dated 21.10.2019;

· Instruction No. 584, dated 31.7.2019 “On the rules, procedures, and concrete actions of the central or local government authorities, as well as the obligations of medical staff or professionals in other fields related to the prevention or treatment of cases of child abandonment in health care institutions”;

· Joint Instruction of the Minister of Health and Social Protection and the Minister of Education, Sports and Youth No. 659, dated 23.09.2019 “On the rules and procedures for covering expenses in providing educational, health or rehabilitation services, in accordance with the specific needs, in a local government unit other than where the child with disabilities lives ”;

·  Joint Instruction of the Minister of Health and Social Protection and the Minister of Justice No.650, dated 13.9. 2019 "On determining the criteria and procedures for the selection of procedural representatives for children in conflict with the law, child victims and witnesses in criminal proceedings";

· Joint Instruction of the Minister of Interior and the Minister of Education, Sports and Youth No. 651, dated 13.09.2019 "On the procedures for reporting cases of children in need of protection";

· Joint Instruction of the Minister of Health and Social Protection and the Minister of Education, Sports and Youth no. 658, dated 23.09.2019 “On the procedures and actions undertaken by educational structures, in cooperation with child protection structures, in cases when in the environments of the pre-university educational institution, public or private, is ascertained that a child is accessing online content that is illegal and / or harmful for his / her age.” 

· , "The Guide to Protecting the Best Interest of Children Victims of Trafficking and Exploitation in Criminal Proceedings." is being drafted and is expected to be published in 2020.

In order to identify unregistered Albanian children over the years and to regulate the process of child registration, the Ministry of Interior proposed some additions and changes, which were reflected in Law No. 69/2018 "On some additions and amendments to the law on Civil Registry as amended. The changes consist of two aspects: 

· Stimulation for registration immediately after the birth of children: For children who will be born, from January 1, 2019, in addition to the bonus of 5,000 ALL that was provided for registration within the deadlines as defined by  law, gives another bonus for each birth, which according to the case amounts to: 35 000, 75 000 or 115 000 ALL. This process is regulated by DCM No. 740, dated 12.12.2018 "On determining the amount of immediate financial assistance for mothers with newborns and the procedure of its delivery" and with Joint Instruction No. 870, dated 24.12.2018 of the Minister of Interior and the Minister of Health and Social Protection.

· In order to enable the registration of those who have been born and have not been registered, as well as for the cases that have been born and can be born abroad, three instructions of the Minister of Interior have been drafted, which have entered into force as follows:

· Instruction No. 284, dated 11.03. 2019 "On the procedure of keeping the birth certificate of children, in cases when the time limit for their registration has not been respected, within 60 days from the date of birth".

· Instruction No. 285, dated 11/03/2019 "On the creation, administration and updating of the temporary register for reported births".

· Instruction No. 286, dated 11/03/2019 "On determining the administrative procedure that is applied by the civil registry offices, when in the birth certificate kept outside the Republic of Albania the rubric of the name is incomplete".

On September 23-27, 2019, the Group of Experts on Measures against Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA), which is responsible for assessing the implementation of the Council of Europe Convention on Measures against Trafficking in Human Beings by States that have ratified it, held meetings with responsible institutions, which also deal with the fight against trafficking in persons and the protection of potential victims / victims of trafficking. During this meeting, the experts assessed that the Albania has taken positive steps regarding the fight against trafficking in human beings and noted the following improvements regarding legal changes and legislative measures; functioning of mechanisms set up such as NRC, AP; improvement of VoT / PVoT service delivery; strengthening of regional cooperation; establishment of the Trafficking Victims Advisory Board; annual funding of non-governmental organizations from the state budget; increasing the number of mobile units in the field.

On April 3, 2020, the 9th general report of the activities of the Group of Experts of the Council of Europe for Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA) was published, including recommendations for Albania, for which the ONAC will draft an action plan to address these recommendations.

Strengthening cooperation between law enforcement agencies and building the capacity of state structures to identify and refer to potential victims / victims of trafficking:

During the reporting period, 4 periodic meetings of the members of the National Referral Mechanism were organized (January 18, June 11, October 1 and December 19). The meetings were also attended by members of the Responsible Authority, as well as representatives of the US and UK embassies in Albania. In the meetings, each member of the NRM disccused the problematics and institutional commitment to increase their efforts and anti-trafficking results, on the identification and referral of potential victims / victims of trafficking, and the implementation of Standard Operating Procedures for the Protection of Victims and Potential Victims of Trafficking (approved by DCM No. 499, dated 29.08.2018). In addition to membership of the two international organizations, in 2019, the Terre des hommes Organization and the Mary Ward Loreto Foundation, are currently considering applications for membership of 3 organizations: Albanian Caritas, Social Change Initiative and CRCA.

During the reporting period, the Responsible Authority met periodically and handled all cases referred by state and non-state institutions, as well as processed all data on these cases until their resolution, where the victims / potential victims of traffickingare provided with immediate and long-term aid.

ONAC, in cooperation with international partners, such as: IOM, OSCE, Terre des hommes, Caritas Shqiptar, reception and integration centers for victims of trafficking, the School of Magistrates and state structures, has held meetings, trainings and workshops with police officers, prosecutors, judges, judicial police officers, lawyers, employees of the state social service, SMEs, health, education, civil society, etc. The trainings focused on the new amendments to the Criminal Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure, the investigation of human trafficking cases and the initial and formal identification of victims and potential victims of trafficking according to Standard Procedures, starting from the very important role that PMF has in the formal identification of victims and potential victims of trafficking, the investigation of other criminal offenses related to trafficking in human beings, such as the exploitation of prostitution or the ill-treatment of children. These activities focus on the practical aspects of actions and the role of each actor in identifying, referring and providing assistance to victims of trafficking, including applied procedures, victims' position in the courts and all legal remedies and standards applicable in favor of victims of criminal offenses, especially children, victims of trafficking.

Specifically:

In cooperation with the Department of Border and Migration, the Directorate of Asylum and Citizenship, as well as IOM, 9 trainings were conducted in Tirana, Kukes, Korca and Gjirokastra in view of the project "Fight against Smuggling of Migrants along the Coastal Road of the Western Balkans”

In 2019, the traffic police structures have conducted 32 trainings throughout the country, with the participation of 2036 police officers, according to Order No. 413, dated 05.04.2019, of the Director of the State Police for implementation in all Local Police Directorates “Standard Procedures of Action of Structures for Identification, Protection and Referral of PVoTs”.

In cooperation with the OSBE, the Municipality of Tirana and police officers has conducted 2 trainings on inter-institutional cooperation for the protection of children from trafficking and economic exploitation. In these roundtables, practice cases were discussed, sharing the experience of each and the legal and sub-legal acts in the field of anti-trafficking and child protection were presented;

In cooperation with the organization "D&E" were organized:

9 trainings on “Increasing proactive identification for victims / potential victims of trafficking at the local level”. The trainings were conducted with PMF, Health, Education employees, school psychologists, police officers, employment offices, IPH and NGO of Tirana district and 1 training in Gjirokastra.

5 trainings on “Rights of victims of criminal offenses” in implementation of the project “Justice is a true story when the victims are in the foreground”. These trainings were attended by representatives of law enforcement institutions and agencies, the Prosecutor's Office, the Court, the Police, Advocacy, Bailiffs, the Prefect's Institution, as well as representatives of non-profit organizations that provide legal services to victims of crime.

3 meetings and 1 Round table of the ad hoc group on "Applying a pro-victim approach as a guarantee of effective protection and access to justice". The table presented the results and comments / suggestions received during the implementation of the project, implemented by the Organization "D&E" and drafted a study report on the need to draft a special law to protect victims of trafficking.

Trafficking in human beings is part of the initial and ongoing curriculum of the School of Magistrates. In the ongoing training program for judges and prosecutors, human trafficking is addressed each year at training seminars. During 2019, 8 trainings were conducted by the School of Magistrates with the participation of 130 prosecutors, judges and OPGJs.

With the assistance of OPDAT, in June 2019 and October 23, 2019, roundtables were organized in order to initially train the victims' coordinators (including victims of trafficking) at each prosecutor's office. At these roundtables, coordinators were briefed on recent legal developments regarding victims 'rights, on how to coordinate the work of the victim's coordinator and prosecutor in protecting victims' rights, and to support the successful prosecution of cases, in the services available in the country pursuant to the law and bylaws on free legal aid to the victim. Also, the Pameca V Project has organized the training on "Trafficking in Human Beings and Smuggling of Persons", with the participation of 12 prosecutors and 8 judicial police officers of the sections in the prosecution.

ONAC, in cooperation with the Psycho-Social Center "Vatra" in 2019 conducted 6 trainings with RWCs, specifically in: Tirana, Elbasan, Shkodra, Fier, Vlora and Berat where 142 members of RWCs participated. Some of the cases discussed with experts were: Strategic Objectives of the National Action Plan for Combating Trafficking in Persons 2018-2020. The Regional Antitrafficking Commitiees and their obligations implementing the National Action Plan 2018-2020, introduction to the new PSV and training for their effective implementation; Review of the Action Plan at the Country for Prevention and Combating Trafficking in Persons based on the National Action Plan 2018-2020, and its drafting for the following years: Analysis of internal and external environment of the Regional Anti-Trafficking Committee; Promoting the Return and Reintegration and Social Inclusion of Minors and Adults as victims of trafficking (PVoT and VoT) and reducing the risk for trafficked persons to be re-victimized and re-trafficked, or to become traffickers, Victim Protection; Prevention; Coordination, etc. About 142 people participated in the trainings.

ONAC in cooperation with the Organization "Different and Equal", on July 2 and 4, 2019, conducted 2 trainings with members of the Regional Committee and the Technical Anti-Trafficking Table Korça and Gjirokastra. About 51 people participated in the training.

The organization Terre des hommes, Albania in cooperation with ONAC held on July 30, 2019, in Kukës, the training on "Unified standard procedures of action for the management of transnational cases", in order to increase the capacity of local structures in the Municipality of Kukes.

In cooperation with Caritas in Albania in December 2019, the training "Strengthening government capacity to protect Albanian children in street situations used for work in neighboring countries" was conducted, with the participation of 20 judges and prosecutors from Tirana, Durres and Elbasan.

Protection and Assistance of VoT / PVoT:

Protection and assistance to potential victims / victims of trafficking is provided in shelters set up for victims of trafficking as well as in the community. All four shelters offer reintegration services such as psychological, health, legal, vocational training, mediation for family reunification, employment and education, for potential victims and victims of trafficking, foreign or domestic, children or adults, male or female. 

For 2019, a fund of ALL 28320466 was allocated from the state budget for the payments of 29 social workers who provide services in residential centers and for food fund for trafficking viticultures, through non-public entities, Association "Tjetër vizion" "Vatra", and “Të ndryshëm dhe të barabartë” specifically:

The organization “Të ndryshëm dhe të barabartë” 2,306,800 ALL food fund

6,747,687 ALL salary fund (9 employees);

The organization “Tjetër vizion” 2,190,000 ALL food fund

5,792,615 ALL salary fund (8 employees);

"Vatra" Center 2,306,800 ALL food funds

8,976,564 ALL salary fund (12 employees).

For National Reception Center for Victims of Trafficking, the total fund is 20,130,000 ALL.
In 2019, the “Plan & Go” Emergency Center was established in Tirana with the aim of providing emergency accommodation for child victims and potential victims of trafficking, as well as to strengthen the family capacities for care and protection. The purpose of setting up this center is to increase the expertise in proactive identification and provision of multidisciplinary services for children victims of trafficking in the Emergency Center. In emergency cases, children stay in this center for 21 days, where they are treated by professionals and receive the necessary services. The center is open 24 hours a day and can accommodate children up to 21 days.

In cooperation with the organization "Të ndryshëm dhe të barabartë ", Standards for Mobile Units have been drafted, where they have determined the status, roles and responsibilities of the Mobile Units and Pilot Monitoring using monitoring formats. In 2019, 3 new Traffic Units have been added, in Dibër, Kukës and Shkodër, in addition to the existing ones (Tirana, Vlora and Elbasan).

Increasing public awareness of the community:

During the reporting period, ONAC, in cooperation with the Regional Anti-Trafficking Committees, continued awareness-raising activities with high school and 9-year students, as well as distributed in 12 districts awareness  materials to anti-trafficking structures and the community.

During 2019, in cooperation with the Mary Ward Loreto Foundation, "D&E" and CIES, several informative meetings were held with young people from high school in the municipalities of Tepelena, Pogradec, Konispol, Devoll, Ersekë and Bilisht, Kukës, Tirana, Saranda, Fier and Dibër with representatives from local government institutions, civil society organizations and business companies and employees of local self-government units (PMF and social administrators).

As part of the European Anti-Trafficking Day (October 18), ONAC, in cooperation with partner organizations and state institutions, organized during the month of October the "Month of the Fight against Trafficking in Persons". In 12 districts of the country, awareness activities were held to prevent trafficking in persons. The activities aimed to bring to the attention of all state and non-state structures, the importance of undertaking a joint commitment in the fight against trafficking in human beings, as well as to convey messages about the dangers of trafficking, ways and forms to raise awareness in the public, in particular vulnerable groups. Thus, based on the National Calendar, which was drafted with the proposals of state structures, RWCs, national and international organizations took place during the month of October. Specifically, the following took place:

· About 60 forums and discussion groups with professionals, students and community representatives;

· Over 80 awareness activities;

· 20 round trainings, workshops and roundtables;

· 12 regional exhibitions with works by high school and 9-year students;

· 1 National Exhibition where the best works of students from 12 districts and works of victims of trafficking were presented and accommodated in 4 reception and reintegration centers;

· About 50 awareness meetings;

· Over 10 TV shows in local and national media;

· 1 national march in Tirana, in the framework of the European Day against Trafficking in Persons, dated October 18, as well as 5 awareness marches in the regions;

· Over 30 information sessions with the community, students, teachers, psychologists, etc.

On October 30 2019, the Regional Conference against Trafficking in Human Beings was held, which was attended by the National Regional Coordinators of Montenegro, Kosovo, Northern Macedonia, Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina. The cases discussed were:

· Improving regional exchange and knowledge management in human trafficking issues.

· Measures taken by each of the countries of the Western Balkans, in terms of awareness to strengthen the resistance of vulnerable groups to the risk of trafficking.

· Improving the coordination and cooperation of the National Referral Mechanism.

Strengthening partnerships, especially partnership with civil society:

Cooperation with national partners and civil society organizations can play an essential role in addressing human trafficking, effective cooperation and the involvement of civil society in state structures and as equal partners.

Pursuant to the Prime Minister's Order, no. 157 dated 22.10.2018 “On taking measures for the implementation of the broad sectoral / cross-sectoral approach, as well as the establishment and functioning of the integrated sectoral / cross-sectoral mechanism” and the Order of the Minister of Interior no. 685, dated 31.12.2018 "On the establishment of the Technical Secretariat, in the framework of the functioning of the Steering Committee (KDS), for internal affairs", on 24.09.2019 was held the coordination meeting of anti-trafficking donors. The meeting was attended by representatives of the European Delegation, the Council of Europe, UN, OSCE, IOM, GIZ, the US Embassy, ​​the British, German, French, Dutch, Swedish, as well as representatives of the Prime Minister and the Ministry of Interior. The priorities of the Albanian government based on the "National Action Plan for the Fight against Trafficking in Persons 2018-2020", cooperation between international bodies and state structures, which have in their area of ​​responsibility the fight against trafficking in persons, were discussed. Following the meeting, the Donor Map was drafted, which contains activities envisaged by them, which are in line with the National Action Plan.

Regional and international cooperation:

Regional and international cooperation has taken on a new dimension with meetings with counterparts from Montenegro, Kosovo, Macedonia, Italy, Germany, etc. to intensify efforts in the fight against trafficking in human beings, as this is not an Albanian or regional phenomenon, but a global phenomenon and requires crackdowns of crime and coordinated measures between countries. A number of measures have been taken to further intensify this cooperation, by signing and implementing Agreements and Protocols with Kosovo Montenegro, Northern Macedonia, Greece and the United Kingdom for the identification, referral, protection and reintegration of potential victims / victims of trafficking.

Based on the positive experience of regional cooperation between Kosovo, Albania and Montenegro, on 16.10.2019, the unified formats were signed in implementation of the additional protocol with Northern Macedonia on the intensification of cooperation for the intensification of identification, notification, referral, and assisted voluntary return of victims and suspected victims of trafficking.

The implementation of the agreement with Greece is being reviewed in order to draft Unified Action Procedures for the identification, referral and assistance of potential victims / victims of trafficking and especially children. In 2019 two meetings were held between the respective coordinators, one in Tirana in July and one in November in Athens, in which it was discussed the unification of operating procedures for the identification, referral and voluntary assisted return to VoT/PVoT.
During 2019, a total of 1674 criminal offenses were identified in the field of illegal trafficking throughout the country, of which 1631 detected or 97.43% of them, perpetrators totaling 1880, of which 153 perpetrators arrested, 61 detained, 1609 prosecuted at large, Types of offences are identified as below:
· Trafficking in persons identified 34 criminal offenses.

· Trafficking in minors identified 7 criminal offenses.

· Trafficking in motor vehicles identified 238 criminal offenses.

· Trafficking in weapons and ammunition identified 14 criminal offenses.

· Trafficking in works of art identified 1 criminal offense.

· Trafficking in explosives, toxic, radioactive materials identified 5 criminal offenses.

· Providing assistance for illegal border crossing identified 146 criminal offenses.

· Use of services by trafficked persons 2 criminal offenses.

· Illegal border crossing 1136 criminal offenses.

· Exploitation of prostitution identified 71 criminal offenses.

· Keeping premises for prostitution identified 20 criminal offenses.

· Compared to the same period a year ago, we have 209 more recorded criminal offenses.

During the period 01 January-31 March 2020, a total of 314 criminal offenses were identified in the field of illegal trafficking throughout the country, of which 305 detected or 97.13% of them, a total of 381 perpetrators, of which 74 arrested, 293 prosecuted at large. Types of offences are identified as below:

· Trafficking in persons identified 6 criminal offenses

· Trafficking in minors identified 4 criminal offenses.

· Trafficking in motor vehicles identified 44 criminal offenses.

· Trafficking in weapons and ammunition identified 5 criminal offenses.

· Trafficking in works of art identified 0 criminal offenses.

· Trafficking in explosives, poisonous, radioactive materials identified 0 criminal offenses.

· Providing assistance for illegal border crossing identified 64 criminal offenses.

· Use of services by trafficked persons 1 criminal offense.

· Illegal border crossing 166 criminal offenses.

· Exploitation of prostitution identified 17 criminal offenses.

· Keeping premises for prostitution evidenced 6 criminal offenses.

· Compared to the same period a year ago, we have 93 less identified criminal offenses.

National police operations against illegal trafficking
During 2019, in the field of illegal trafficking, 39 police operations were carried out and finalized, with 146 perpetrators, of whom 87 were arrested / detained, 43 prosecuted at large and 16 were declared wanted.

Compared to the same period last year, there are 29 more police operations for 2019.

As the most important ones we can mention: International Operation, in cooperation with Interpol. "Joint Action Days, for the Fight against Trafficking in Human Beings in the Balkans."

During the January - March 2020, 3 police operations were carried out and finalized, with 5 perpetrators, of which 1 arrested / detained, and 4 were declared wanted.

Compared to the same period a year ago, there are 3 more police operations.

The most important operations are: "New start"; "Similarity 2,"; "Short gun".
International police operations against illegal trafficking
During 2019, in the field of illegal trafficking, 22 police operations were conducted in cooperation with international partners where 20 operations were conducted to apprehend wanted persons for extradition purposes. While 2 operations were:

· International operation "Armstrong 2019", organized by "SELEC" on "Trafficking in firearms through fast postal packages" developed in cooperation with the General Directorate of Customs.

· International Operation, "Joint Action Days", in collaboration with Interpolfor the "Fight against Trafficking in Human Beings in the Balkans",

Compared to the same period a year ago there is 1- more operation with international partners (including those for wanted persons).

During January-31 March 2020, there are 2 international operations for persons declared wanted on international level where 4 persons have been arrested.

Compared to the same period a year ago, there are 3 operations less.

Criminal Groups in the field of Illegal trafficking
In 2019, 4 criminal groups were hit in the field of illegal trafficking, with 51 people involved, 46 arrested / detained and 5 declared wanted involved in criminal activity for the criminal offenses "Assistance for illegal border crossing", “Structured criminal group”, “Exploitation of Prostitution”, “Committing criminal offenses by a criminal organization and structured criminal group” and “Abuse of duty”, Articles 298, 333 / a, 334 and 248 of the CC.

Compared to the same period a year, there are 2 more criminal groups.

During the period 01 January -31 March 2020, there were no criminal groups hit.

Trafficking of weapons 

Implementation of the existing legal framework


During 2019, 14 criminal offenses were referred in the area of trafficking in weapons and ammunition, provided by Article 278 / he of the Criminal Code, of which: 11 or 78.57%, a total of 14 perpetrators, arrested / detained 4, 10 prosecuted at large.


Compared to the same period a year ago, there are 13 less identified criminal offenses.


During January-31 March 2020, a total of 5 criminal offenses were identified in the field of trafficking in weapons and ammunition, provided by Article 278 /a of the Criminal Code, of these: detected 5 or 100%, with 4 perpetrators, arrested / detained, 1 prosecuted at large.


Compared to the same period a year ago, we have 1 more identified criminal offense.

National police operations against arms trafficking

During 2019, in terms of arms trafficking, 1 police operation was conducted, with 1 perpetrator arrested in flagrante delicto as follows:


- Police operation "Last Destination", carried out for the criminal offenses of "Trafficking in weapons and ammunition" and "Trafficking in explosives, combustible, poisonous and radioactive.


Compared to the same period a year ago, there are 4 less police operations.


During January - March 2020, in terms of arms trafficking, 1 police operation was conducted, with 1 perpetrator arrested in flagrante delicto as follows:


- "Short gun", for the criminal offenses of "Trafficking in weapons and ammunition", provided by Article 278 / a of the Criminal Code,

Compared to the same period a year, there is 1 more police operation.

International police operations against arms trafficking
During 2019, 1 police operation was carried out in terms of arms and ammunition trafficking as follows:

- International operation "Armstrong 2019", organized by "SELEC" on "Trafficking in firearms through fast postal packages" developed in cooperation with the General Directorate of Customs.

Compared to the same period a year ago, there is the same number of operations.

During January -March 2020, there were no operations conducted in terms of arms and ammunition trafficking.

Compared to the same period a year ago, we have the same situation.

Criminal groups involved in arms trafficking
During 2019, no criminal groups were hit in terms of arms trafficking.

Compared to the same period a year ago, there are 5 fewer criminal groups.

During January-March, 2020, there were no criminal groups hit.

Compared to the same period a year ago, we have the same situation.

Report on the current situation of Albania's commitments implementation in the context of regional Roadmap on small and light weapons in the Western Balkans
The general objectives of the Roadmap are:
1. Establishing a comprehensive legal framework to combat all forms of misuse, trafficking and illegal possession of firearms, ammunition and explosives (AME).

2. Ensuring that the legal and regulatory framework for AME manufacturers is established.

3. The legislation on arms control should be fully harmonized with the EU legal framework and in accordance with international agreements / standards.

4. Ensuring compliance of weapons control legal frameworks throughout the Western Balkans, which guarantees direct operational cooperation.

5. Guaranteeing the standardization of procedures and practices in the field of arms control and investigations for AMEs.

6. Exchanging good practices with concrete focus in the areas as defined in the Roadmap.

Pursuant to the Regional Roadmap adopted in London in July 2018, during the second half of 2018, the National Commission for SLA in Albania, drafted the Strategy and Action Plan related to small and light weapons. On February 6, 2019, the Council of Ministers adopted by DCMNo. 50, the Strategy of Small, and Light Weapons, Ammunition and Explosives and the 2019-2021 Action Plan.


Since the adoption of the Strategy and Action Plan, objectives set by the Roadmap for the control of small arms and light weapons are being realized. 

There has been active participation in all regional meetings held, such as the Small and Light Arms Commissions, the Regional Small and Light Arms Regional Steering Group, the Regional Coordinating Meetings of the Roadmap, also the Berlin Conference ofJanuary 312020 attended by the Minister of the Interior. These meetings have served not only as an opportunity to recognize the situation in each country and throughout the region regarding small arms and light weapons, but also as a practice to exchane views and also unify and adapt legislation in the area. 

By order of the General Director No. 496, dated 24.04.2019, as amended, the Central Unit (CUF) for Firearms was established with 6 members and headed by the Chief of Illicit Trafficking Unit/Department of Criminal Police.

CUF functions as a working group and enables the administration, collection, analysis, registration, exchange and use of information (criminal and ballistic) regarding firearms and their trafficking. 

The members of the Central Unit have in function and collect data from the electronic systems as follows:

· Electronic system SIMA, administered by the Support Services Sector. In this system, the data for all types of weapons that are in the admission of the state police are thrown, which include private weapons and the persons in charge of them, the subjects of sale, shpsf, polygons, natural persons as well as the data for weapons material evidence seized.

· I-Base electronic system, which is administered by the Ballistic Examination Sector at the Scientific Police Institute. In this system, ballistic data are recorded on all firearms and ammunition seized in a criminal event (firearms, cartridges, shells, and ammunition), etc.

· I-Arms, a system administered by Interpol. In this system, all stolen and lost firearms are registered and it is possible to track them.

During 2019, a total of 425 firearms were seized in the territory of our country, of which 196 short firearms including (40 converted weapons, 21 signaling and pneumatic), 182 long automatic and semi-automatic firearms as well as 47 hunting weapons.

From the analysis of the data, it results that the long firearms are of Chinese, Russian and Albanian origin. Short firearms are mainly originated from the former Yugoslav countries (Zastava), Austria (Glock), Italian (Beretta). The converted and signaling weapons are of Turkish origin (Ekol, Zoraki).

On 14.04.2020, the 3rd Progress Report on the Regional Roadmap for the Control of Small and Light Weapons in the Western Balkans (ROADMAP) was completed


Also, the General Directorate of State Police, pursuant to the Strategy for SLWAE 2019-2024 and Action Plan 2019–2021, has drafted a Working Program for 2019 and for 2020 to raise awareness on SLW control. In this context, mechanisms and structures have been established to carry out activities with secondary andhigh schools, young people and communication with the public through the media.

To improve and increase the safety of stocks, weapons and ammunition facilities, during 2018, three State Police warehouses have been reconstructed with the help of UNDP / SEESAC in Mullet; in the LPD, Tirana and -in Durrës where weapons, ammunition and explosives are seized and stored as material evidence. These facilities are equipped with all security elements: fences, lighting system, cameras, according to required standards.

Warehouse for storage of weapons, ammunition and explosives are also found in other Local Police Directorates, which are in optimal condition.

In 2019, the reconstruction of the ammunition tunnel of the State Police, near the Technical and Material Supply Center in Mullet, Tirana, has been completed. Weapons and other materials have already started to be deposited in this environment with normal security conditions.

The registration of hunting weapons ("C” category) has continued normally despite the difficulties encountered since February 2019 due to the declaration of the state of natural disaster by COVID-19.

Out of 103,634 inventoried weapons, as of March 31, 2020, 57,186 pieces, or 55.18% of the total amount have been verified and registered in the SIMA system. The process will continue in parallel depending on the situation of the pandemic. 


In view of the tasks and objectives defined in the Regional Roadmap and SLWAE Strategy approved by DCM No. 50, as well as the problems encountered during its implementation by police commissariats, by Order of the Minister of Interior No. 399, dated 10.05.2019 “On the establishment of the working group for drafting the draft law “On some additions and amendments to law No. 74/2014 “On Weapons””,  work has continued in drafting the law on weapons to approximate it with EU legislation during the second half of 2019 and in the first quarter of 2020. The draft law was prepared and was sent to line ministries for suggestions. 

The measures taken by the State Police in overcoming difficulties or needs for the future are as follows:
· Approval of the legislation during 2020 for the control of weapons, explosives substances and pyrotechnics, fully harmonized with the EU regulatory framework, provided in the analytical program of acts for 2020. 

· SLW Strategy, Objective 5, third paragraph and Action Plan Objective 6, point 2 “General objectives”, provide for the reduction of the number of firearms possessed illegally through their periodic legalization and through voluntary delivery of the weapon possessed for a timeframe 2019-2024. It is necessary to plan an amnesty for voluntary handing over of firearms in 2020 or 2021.

· Continuation of awareness campaigns for educating younger generation on the dangers of firearms (various topics in schools, distribution of leaflets, media broadcasts), etc.

· Cybersecurity strategy: adoption state of play, strengthening the cybercrime component, envisaged implementation; enhancing the use of 24/7 Point of Contact (written point)

During this period, the new structure (C) of cybercrime was approved.

During 2020-2022, has planned as legal measures in order to strengthen the computer crime component:
· The Cybercrime Investigation Strategy is planned to be adopted during the 3rd quarter of 2020 The Cybercrime Investigation Strategy will start after the adoption of the National Cyber Security Strategy. The investigation strategy aims at implementing investigative processes within a certain framework, the dynamic development of the structure in proportion to virtual reality, the approach to other international legislation (not offenses within the convention), increasing the investigative response to cyber attacks, cooperation between institutions and law enforcement bodies inside and outside the country, etc.

· New offences are foreseen to be added to the Criminal Code to boost legislation in the area. 

· Meanwhile, the Contact Point operates 24/7 in accordance with the provisions of the Budapest Convention and its purpose is the immediate interaction for the storage of digital / electronic evidence or their receipt, in cases of need by states adhering to the Budapest Convention. The contact point is currently operational and is coordinated by the EC.

7. Combating money laundering (prevention and enforcement aspects), including financial investigations, and asset confiscation

· Asset recovery and confiscation: progress and latest developments in the area of asset recovery and confiscation, track record and statistics; update on the set-up of an asset recovery office (written point)

During 2019, for the criminal offense "Laundering the proceeds of crime or criminal activity", Article 287 of the Criminal Code, 366 criminal offenses were identified, 366 with 447 perpetrators, of whom 401 are prosecuted at large, 37 perpetrators have been arrested and 9 wanted.

Compared to 2018, there are 45 more criminal offenses.


During the period  January - March 2020, for the criminal offense "Laundering the proceeds of crime or criminal activity", Article 287 of the Criminal Code, 68 criminal offenses were identified, 68 were detected with 74 perpetrators, of whom 64 have been prosecuted at large, 8 perpetrators arrested and 2 declared wanted.

Compared to the first 3 months of 2019, there are 16 fewer criminal offenses.

Cases with GDPML INFORMATION / POLICE INDICATION


During 2019, the cases referred to the Prosecutor's Office for the criminal offense "Laundering the proceeds of crime or criminal activity", Article 287 of the Criminal Code, are:

· 190 are with information received from GDPML, or 63 more information than in 2018.
· 174 are information with police indications, or 20 less information than in 2018.
During January-March 2020, based on referrals sent to the Prosecutor's Office for the criminal offense “Laundering the proceeds of crime or criminal activity" provided by Article 287 of the CC, the cases are as follows:

· 21 cases are indexed by GDPML, compared to the first 3 months of 2019, there are 26 cases less.
· 47 cases with police indications, compared to the first 3 months of 2019, there are 10 more cases.
POLICE OPERATIONS


During 2019, 10 police operations have been carried out in the field of money laundering, which have been focused on the seizure of assets established by criminal activity, provided by Article 287 of the Criminal Code.


The developed operations are: "Marinaj", "Transferta", "Kusarthi", "Invest", "Fatura", "Transferta 2", "Furtuna", "Rezident", "Srofatik", "and Falsifikatori".

Compared to 2018 (1), 9 more police operations have been carried out.


During the period  January- March 2020, 2 police operations have been carried out, in the field of money laundering which have been focused on the sequestration of assets established by criminal activity, provided by Article 287 of the Criminal Code.

The operations carried out are: "Piano bar", "Wrong transfer".

Compared to the first 3 months of 2019 (1), there is 1 more police operation conducted.

INVESTIGATION WITH SPECIAL METHODS


During 2019, 245 criminal proceedings were conducted with special investigation methods for the criminal offense "Laundering the proceeds of crime or criminal activity", Article 287 of the Criminal Code,


Compared to 2018 (201) /, there are 44 investigations with more specific methods.


During the period January -March, 2020, special methods were used, in 48 cases of money laundering investigations.

Compared to the first 3 months of 2019, there is 1 more case.
PROACTIVE INVESTIGATIONS


During 2019, 131 cases were followed with proactive investigations for the criminal offense of laundering the proceeds of crime or criminal activity.

Compared to 2018 (129) /, there are 2 less proactive investigations.


During January - March 2020, 37 proactive investigations were carried out.
Compared to the first 3 months of 2019, there are 4 more proactive investigations.
SEIZURES

During 2019, for the criminal offense of "Laundering the proceeds of crime or criminal activity", provided by Article 287 of the Criminal Code, were seized as material evidence about 39,022,512 Euros in assets, cash and bank accounts.

Compared to 2018, there are 17 511 627 Euros seized more.

During January- March 2020, for the criminal offense "Laundering the proceeds of crime or criminal activity", Article 287 of the Criminal Code, were seized as material evidence about: 1,509, 871 Euro assets, bank account, cash.

Compared to the first 3 months of 2019, there are about 9,629,680 Euros less seized.

Financial Investigation, Seizure / Confiscation of Assets Pursuant to Law 10192/2009 (as amended)

In any case referred to the Prosecution for Serious Crimes, as well as to the Prosecutions at the Courts of First Instance, for drug trafficking or other criminal offenses involved in organized crime, parallel investigations / financial investigations are launched as well. 

This applies to all criminal offenses subject to Law no. 10192 dated 03.12.2009, "On the prevention and crackdown on organized crime, trafficking, corruption and other crimes through preventive measures against property", amended by law No. 24/2014 and 70/2017.


During 2019, the State Police referred 123 materials to the Prosecution for Serious Crimes.

Compared to 2018, there are 15 more referrals.


During January- March 2020, 20 referral materials were referred to the Prosecution at the Court of First Instance for the initiation of property investigation.

Compared to the first 3 months of 2019, there are 2 fewer referrals.

Pursuant to Law 10192/2009 (amended)

Year 2019:

Seizures:

· The value of the seized assets is about 56,100,000 Euros.


Compared to a year ago, 38,500,000 million Euros more have been seized.
Confiscations

· There were no Confiscations
Compared to a year ago, we have 30,000 euros less confiscated.

During the period 01 January -31 March 2020


January – March 2020:
Seizures

· The value of the seized assets is about 207,317 euros

Compared to the first 3 months of 2019, there are 6,392,683 Euros less seized.


Confiscations

· The value of the confiscated assets is 0 Euro.

Compared to the first 3 months of 2019, we have the same situation.

Update on the set-up of an asset recovery office
In terms of EU recommendation in the annual Progress Reports of the EC, where Albania is encouraged to establish an Asset Recovery Office, a study visit was held in Berlin on 17th – 20th of February with the representation of the Albanian delegation there from the Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Justice, Special Prosecution against Corruption (SPAK), Prosecutor`s Office and Agency for the Seized and Confiscated Assets. The delegation was acquainted with the legislation in the area and the German practice as regards asset recovery for organized crime and serious crime. A functional asset recovery system constitutes a key component of the MoU on the stregthening of the fight against money laundering. 

Fight against terrorism
· Update on the implementation of the Joint Action Plan on Counter-Terrorism: progress made and main challenges 

The fight against terrorism, in particular the prevention and fight against violent extremism remains a key area of ​​cooperation, but also a priority of the work of the State Police.

The Joint Action Plan on Counter Terrorism in the Western Balkans, signed by the EU and the partners of the Western Balkans, in October 2018, is the main document in this area.

The main commitment of the structures of counter terrorism within the priorities of the Government, remains the implementation of the obligations deriving from the Joint Action Plan on Counter Terrorism in the Western Balkans.

In this framework, on 9 October 2019, between Albania and the EC, an Arrangement was signed on the priority actions that Albania will follow during the years 2019 - 2020, for each of the objectives set out in the Joint Action Plan on Counter Terrorism in the Western Balkans. 

In order to ensure progress in the implementation of the Joint Action Plan, it is envisaged that this arrangement will be regularly updated and will include priority actions, which will need to be implemented in the context of the Joint Action Plan.

On the monitoring and reporting on the implementation of the agreement on the implementation of the obligations set out in Joint Action Plan on Counter Terrorism in the Western Balkans, by order of the Minister of Interior No. 82, dated 06.03.2020, the Director of the Counter Terrorism Directorate is appointed as the Single Point of Contact with the EU Delegation.

Also, by Order of ASPD No. 367, dated 07.04.2020, a Working Group has been set up, with the task of monitoring the fulfillment of the obligations of the State Police, deriving from the implementation of the Arrangement on the implementation of the Joint Action Plan Against terrorism for the Western Balkans, between the EC and Albania. In this context, meetings were held in EC offices, video-conferences with EC representatives, periodic reports are provided, also tasks set in the Action Plan are being implemented.  Also, an implementation report on the bilateral arrangement is expected to be sent in June 2020.

The State Police, in cooperation with international partners, has strengthened the logistical and human capacities of the counter terrorism structures, in order to use special investigative methods, through the improvement of technology and specific training.

The Directorate of Counter Terrorism has full operational capacity, motor vehicles and surveillance tools to carry out special operations, which have helped in the progress of work to prevent and fight criminal acts in the field of terrorism.

Statistics on criminal offenses referred to the Prosecutor's Office by counter-terrorism structures:

· In 2018, 25 criminal offenses were referred.

· In 2019, 33 criminal offenses were referred 

If we compare with the referrals of 2018, it results that for 2019 the number of referrals of criminal offenses has increased by 8 cases more.

In the period January - March 2020, the counter terrorism Structures referred 9 criminal offenses to the Special Prosecution Office against Corruption and Organized Crime (SPAK) and the Judicial District Prosecutions.

Exchange of information with counterparts and international partners:


This cooperation consists of:
· Proactive exchange of qualitative information

· Participation in Joint Operations

· Trainings, meetings, conferences, etc.

Effective exchange of information and operational cooperation with counter-terrorism services of the countries of the region, Interpol, Europol, European Counter Terrorism Center, liaison officers, Terrorism Screening Center (TSC-USA), law enforcement agencies and EU partner services, remains the main priority for the Counter Terrorism Directorate at ASP.

There are 21 international cooperation protocols and protocols that form the legal basis for the exchange of information with Interpol, Europol, the European Counter-Terrorism Center, the partner services of the region and the EU, the Terrorism Screening Center (TSC-USA).


A total of 590 messages were exchanged with Europol Sienna. Mostly the correspondence was for verification or other issues under investigation by of Counter-Terrorism. Directorate.


The Counter-Terrorism Directorate sent a request to Europol to support OSINT for 44 suspects, linked to an investigation into terrorist activities, as part of the Terrorism Identification Task Force. The information provided by Europol served as material for the continuation of legal proceedings against these entities.


The Anti-Terrorism Directorate also used the Operational Analysis Reports and the LIFELINE project for 3 cases to initiate preliminary investigations and referrals for criminal prosecution for crimes related to terrorist financing.


The State Police / Counter-Terrorism Directorate is part of Europol's focal points: "Hydra", "Dolphin", "Travelers", "Europol CTI Initiative Counter Terrorism" and the "LIFELINE" project, for individuals or groups suspected of links to terrorism, as well as for the identification of the FTF of the Western Balkan countries, who are arrested in the countries of the armed conflict in Syria-Iraq.

During 2019, the following information was verified and exchanged:

· With Interpol, 168 emails were exchanged, 88 received and 80 sent.

· With Europol, 77 emails were exchanged, 66 received and 11 sent.

· With Europol Sienna, 590 emails were exchanged.

· With the Sector of Liaison Officers, exchanged 47 messages, received 30, sent 17.

· With the CIA, 39 emails were exchanged, 21 were received and 18 were sent.

· With the FBI, 51 emails were exchanged, 25 were received and 26 were sent.

· With RSO (Regional Security Office at the US Embassy) 12 emails, received 6, sent 6.

· 20 emails were exchanged directly with the Liaison Officers from homologues countries 

During January - March 2020, the following information was verified and exchanged:

· The TSC, Terrorism Screening  Center, service is 24\7, where for this period a total of 5170 e-mails received in the communication channel with TSC have been treated.

· There have been carried 730 verifications for subjects with "Inconclusive" status, and 12 responses were sent regarding what was requested by the partners.

· It has been periodically updated with 19 cases of new details of lists for entities resulting in “Positive” status, according to SC. of the UN.

· 81 cases in connection with the Vennling Project, have been verified.

· There have been carried out Procedural actions for the screening of 76 profiles on the social network Facebook, and were forwarded to the investigation sector.

· There have been verified 84 cases via Siena.

·  The e-mail account with Europol SIENA has been kept in check and emails have been verified and answered in 84 cases.

Operational Cooperation in the Fight against Terrorism:

During 2019 there were 2 police operations and 1 joint investigation with international partners against terrorism:

· In April 2019, a joint operation with the Italian INTERFORCA, 1 Albanian citizen was arrested for the purpose of extradition to Italy, declared internationally wanted by Interpol Rome, for the criminal offense "Participation in a terrorist organization".

· In July 2019, 1 Chechen / Russian citizen was arrested for the purpose of extradition declared internationally wanted by Interpol / Moscow, (FTF with ISIS) who came to the Republic of Albania among immigrants from Greece (lone wolf) toward European countries.

· 2018-2019, joint investigation with the Partner services regarding the planning of the terrorist attack against the leaders and members of the MEK organization in Albania (remaining in the attempt because it was prevented). This joint investigation was carried out in cooperation with Tirana Serious Crime Prosecution Office and with the cooperation of the Tirana Serious Crimes Prosecution Office.

· From 2018-2019, joint investigation with partner services on planning a terrorist attack on leaders and members of the MEK organization in Albania (attempted after it was prevented), an investigation that also had the cooperation of the Serious Crimes Prosecution Tirana.

 Trainings, seminars, meetings, etc.

During 2019, 72 trainings, meetings, seminars, conferences and study visits were held, inside and outside the country, twice compared to 36 trainings in 2018, and specifically:

Abroad:

· Trainings were conducted 17, with 25 participants.

· Meetings were held 13,  with 19 participants

· Seminars  4, with 4 participants

· Conference  2, with 3 participants

· Study visit   2, with 3 participants

In Albania:
· Training 26, with 279 participants, by the US Embassy in Tirana, ICITAP, PAMECA V, UNODO, CE, BKA, etc.

· Conference held 2, with 4 participants

· Meetings for discussion of various topics 4, with 13 participants.

· Seminars 2, with 5 participants.

Trainings and meetings, for the period January - March 2020:

· On 28.01.2020, a Regional Training was held in Tirana, for the investigation and criminal prosecution of terrorism, organized by the PAMECA V, which was attended by 20 CTD employees.

· On 28.01.2020, the Europol Operational Meeting took place in The Hague, the Netherlands, attended by an employee of the CT Directorate.

· On 23.01.2020, a Pristina-Kosovo meeting was held, attended by an employee of the CT Directorate.

· On February 18-22.02.2020, the Regional Counter-Terrorism Program was held in Drubovnik-Croatia, attended by two employees of the CT Directorate.

· On 25.02.2020 in Rome-Italy, a high-level meeting was held at the Central Directorate of the Italian CT Police, for the exchange of information regarding citizens involved in terrorist activities in both countries.

Internal cooperation:

· With SIS, 205 information was exchanged, 111 received and 94 sent, not including daily information exchange through the coordinator specialist with SIS.

· Defense Intelligence and Security Agency (DISA), 16 information were exchanged, 4 were received and 12 were sent.

· With the Prosecutor`s Office, 77 information were exchanged, 18 received and 59 were sent.

· With the Local Police Directorates, 46 information were received and 3 information were sent.

· With the Department of Border & Migration, it has been assisted in 88 cases by CT specialists to interview 682 individuals, coming from the Middle East.

· With the General Directorate of Prisons, based on the Joint Agreement no. 146/4 dated 20.03.2017, between the State Police, SIS, GD of Prisons, there has been a continuous cooperation through periodic and urgent meetings in case of situations and sensitive information for information exchange and at the operational level, to keep individuals under control who are convicted for criminal offence for terrorism purpose and the protection of other individuals convicted for radicalization.

· Systematic cooperation in exchange of information with GDPML (FIU), based on a bilateral agreement, where the two institutions have access to each other's databases, to verify citizens and entities related to financial transactions suspected of terrorist financing.

· State of play on returning Foreign Terrorist Fighters (FTFs) and their family members; security measures adopted, and activities put in place for their rehabilitation and reintegration. 

By Order of the Minister of Interior No. 669 dated 31.12.2019, the working group has been set up for the drafting of the Action Plan in view of obligations defined in the Inter-Institutional Plan on the reintegration of persons returned from Syria and Iraq” . The working group has held several inter-institutional meetings pursuant to the Order of the Prime Minister no. 148 dated 05.11.2019. In cooperation with the CVE Center, a meeting took place in the Ministry of Justice for the exchange of information and best practices with representatives of the Kosovo Police regarding the procedures they have followed for the re-integration of persons returned from Syria and Iraq.

Currently in Syria there are 122 Albanian citizens, including 50 men, 22 women and 50 children.

Divided by status and location: 

· There are 10 male individuals in the territory of Syria.

· There are 61 individuals in the Kurdish-administered camps, including 17 women and 44 children.

· 10 men are imprisoned.

· 11 individuals lost their lives, of these 5 women and 6 children.

· 30 men are suspected to have been killed in the front.

In the context of measures for the reception and treatment of Albanian citizens expected to return from the conflict zones in Syria / Iraq, obligations set in the Inter-Institutional Action Plan and the Additional Inter-Institutional Action Plan “On the reception and treatment of Albanian citizens on their return from the countries of conflict in Syria / Iraq”, approved by Order of the Prime Minister no. 169, dated 01 November 2018, and no. 148, dated 05.11.2019 are being implemented. 


Ministry of Interior and Albanian State Police (Counter Terrorism Directorate) have cooperated and exchanged information with Italy's counterpart structures and partners. Due to this cooperation, A.B, the minor returned to his family in Italy, after he had travelled to Syria with his mother.

Currently, there are no Albanian FTF individuals returned from the conflict areas. The State Police Anti-Terror structures are cooperating with the Ministry of Interior and the Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs to prepare individual files with the data of Albanian citizens expected to return from the conflict areas, their accomodation, the family members who will receive them, as well as other procedures related to the medical examination, employment and educational services for the returned children, etc.


Një moment tjetër që lidhet me FTF është dhe monitorimi i atyre personave pjesëmarrës në konfliktin e armatosur Siri/Irak, të cilët janë kthyer në Shqipëri përpara muajit Shtator 2014, kur hynë në fuqi ndryshimet në Kodin Penal të Republikës së Shqipërisë, e për pasojë nuk mund të fillohej hetim sipas nenit 265/a, e vijues të Kodit Penal,  sipas të cilave kriminalizohet: “Pjesëmarrja në veprime luftarake në një shtet të huaj", “Organizimi për pjesëmarrje në veprime luftarake në një shtet të huaj”, “Thirrja për pjesëmarrje në veprime luftarake të dhunshme në një shtet të huaj”. Këta persona  po monitorohen e mbahen nën kontroll nga strukturat e Drejtorisë së Antiterrorit në Policinë e Shtetit, sipas një Plani masash me detyra konkrete. 
· Prevention of radicalisation and violent extremism: update on the latest activities of the National P/CVE Centre, main challenges faced, future priorities (written point)

The State Police, specifically the structures for community policing and not only, in the framework of institutional obligations to prevent the phenomenon of Violent Extremism and Radicalization in Albania, has cooperated closely and continues this cooperation with all local and foreign actors operating in Albania whose focus is  preventing and fighting against Violent Extremism, Radicalization and Terrorism.

In the framework of meeting obligations related to community policing for the prevention of Violent Extremism and Radicalism, in April 2020, it was drafted and approved by Order of GDASP no. 396, dated 21.04.2020, the Instruction  “On the Prevention of Violent Extremism and Radicalization, in the Framework of Community Policing”, which was submitted to the local structures of the State Police for recognition, acceptance and implementation of obligations related to the prevention of violent extremism  and radicalism. This paper provides guidelines on policies related to the main topic that may affect the success or failure of policy efforts to promote community policing approach to prevent violent extremism.
1 With the PAMECA-V Mission, OSCE, ICITAP Program, in order to increase the capacity of community policing structures, to prevent the phenomenon of Violent Extremism and Radicalism in Albania, trainings are conducted on the “Identification of factors and indicators / signs leading to Violent Extremism and Radicalism”, specifically:

· One-week training conducted in cooperation with the OSCE, ICITAP Program and the CVE Center, in April 2019 with the heads of community policing sections at police commissariats.

· training conducted in cooperation with the ICITAP Program in September 2019 with 26 heads of community policing sections in police commissariats​

· training conducted in cooperation with the PAMECA-V Mission in the period January - February 2019 with about 640 specialists of community policing  / SPZ, to get acquainted with the risk factors and signs of the occurrence of this phenomenon.

2. National Coordination Centre for Countering Violent Extremism at the Prime Minister's Office, has undertaken a tour of meetings in 61 municipalitiesnationwide and has held 38 meetings with municipalities, of which the State Police has been a part. pursuant to the tasks set out in the National Strategy for the Fight against Violent Extremism and Radicalism in Albania, approved by DCM no. 930, dated 18.11.2015, as well as in the Action Plan with the Ministry of Interior for the period 2019-2021.

These meetings consist of raising awareness on the prevention of Violent Extremism and Radicalism, as well as recognizing the work done by the relevant municipalities to establish and operate Local Public Safety Councils (LPSC) in each municipality, with a special focus on the fight against violent extremism and radicalism, related to the obligations of first-line actors (teachers, psychologists, sociologists, community policing officers, religious communities, etc.) in preventing violent extremism and radicalism in Albania.
3. The Institute for Democracy and Mediation - IDM, is implementing with the financial support of the Public Relations Office at the US Embassy, ​​the project "Building sustainable communities against violent extremism through the model" School as community Center", focusing on areas Kashar, Vore, Shijak, the area of ​​Keneta, Fushe Kruje, Kruje and Peqin.

· The project has held meetings in these areas and the goal is to strengthen the local communities of Durrës, Shijak, Vora, Kruja, Fushë-Krujë, Cërrik, Peqin and Kashar, as well as to strengthen the professional capacity of State Police employees (NSPK / SPZ ).

· The actors that will be included in the Project are; The Municipality, the Local Education Office, the high schools identified in each municipality, the local directorates of the State Police, businesses and members of local communities such as parents, teachers, psycho-social services, youth groups and religious communities.

· The purpose of the meeting is to inform local state and non-state actors about the project and its main pillars, as well as to present the findings of the study on violent extremism in Albania and potential to be affected by this phenomenon.

4. The USAID / PLGP project "For Effective Municipalities, Active Communities, and Safer Citizens”, in cooperation with the Coordination Center against Violent Extremism CVE, is conducting a training cycle in 21 municipalities of the country. In the 15 meetings / trainings held so far, the community police officers of the police commissariats have also participated. In addition to gaining knowledge, the presence of community policing officers in training is a good opportunity to increase coordination and cooperation with local actors.

· During 2019, this training was conducted in municipalities; Bulqiza, Peshkopi, Kamza, Tirana (2), Durres, Kavaja, Pogradec, Librazhd and Cërrik.

· For 2020, the trainings are scheduled to be held in 11 municipalities. This training was conducted in Shkodra, Bilisht, Berat, Kuçova and Lushnja, and trainings are to be held in the municipalities of Fier, Patos, Vlora, Saranda, Korça and Elbasan, scheduled for March 2020, but due to the pandemic, they are postponed.Part of these trainings are also the employees of the State Police, part of the community policing structures (NSPK / SPZ).

5. Participation  in the conference on "Prevention of violent extremism and the role of civil society, the challenges of the present and the future", that took place on 10 - 11 February 2020, in Turin – Italy, in the context of the Trivalent Project, , there was participated while on February 12-14, 2020, in Rome, Italy, it was participated in the pilot training "Train the trainers" on "Prevention of Violent Extremism and Radicalism".
6. there has been cooperation with Woman Center for Development and Culture Albania - WCDCA, based in Elbasan, which is preparing a study with the support of Hedayah - International Center for Excellence for Countering Violent Extremism, and funded by the European Union (EU) ), within the GLOBAL STRIVE project.

     In this context, the project is engaged in research for Albania on a number of issues related to the analysis of factors that encourage the travelling of women / girls in countries such as Syria and Iraq, possible forms and threats of extremism, identification of communities endangered, issues of re-integration and de-radicalization, all of these based on  gender perspective. This organization has requested to hold meetings / interviews, among others with representatives from; General Directorate of State Police, LPDs of Tirana, Elbasan, Shkodra, Vlora, Korca, and Diber.

· Terrorism financing: legal framework and amendment; control/disrupt of financial flows; capacities to conduct financial investigations and reform of the allocation of competences between the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) and Counter Terrorism police  (written point)

Terrorism financing: legal framework and amendments control/disrupt of financial flows; 

National legal acts:


1) Criminal Code of the Republic of Albania,
·  amended by Law no. 23, dated 1.03.2012;

· amended by Law no. 144, dated 2.5.2013;

· amended by Law no. 98, dated 31.07.2014;

· amended by Law no. 36, dated 30.03.2017;

· amended by Law no. 44, dated 18.07.2019.


2) Law no. 157/2013 "On measures against the financing of terrorism",

· amended by law no. 43, dated 6.4.2017.

· amended by law no. 32, dated 17.6.2019.



3) Law no. 9917, dated 19.05.2008 "On the prevention of money laundering and terrorist financing",

· amended by law no. 10391, dated 3.3.2011,

· amended by law no. 66, dated 7.6.2012,

· amended by law no. 44, dated 6.4.2017,

· amended by law no. 33, dated 17.6.2019,


4) Law no. 72, dated 17.10.2019, "On international coercive measures in the Republic of Albania".


5) DCM No. 718, dated 29.10.2004, "List of persons declared as terrorists of terrorism",

· amended by DCM no. 589, dated 01.07.2015,

· amended by DCM no. 769, dated 02.11.2016,

· amended by DCM no. 228, dated 21.03.2017,


6) DCM no. 343, dated 8.4.2009 "On the ways and procedures of reporting of licensing and / or supervisory authorities".

· amended by DCM no. 847, dated 24.12.2019.

Implementation of EC MONEYVAL recommendations.


Capacity building to combat terrorist financing has been one of the primary objectives of the State Police, based on the recommendations of the Moneyval Committee of the EC for Albania, which were concretized in the “Action Plan for meeting the Recommendations of the Moneyval Committee of the Council of Europe”, approved by Decision no. 01, dated 04.09.2018, by the Coordinating Committee of the Fight on Money Laundering (CCWML).

In the Recommendations of the MONEYVAL Committee of EC, it was requested:

· Passing the investigation of the financing of terrorism and other acts related to terrorism or its financing, in the competence of the Directorate of Anti-Terrorism.

· Taking measures and creating a special structure (section, unit) for the investigation of terrorist financing, within anti-terror structures;

· Parallel investigation for terrorist financing, for all criminal offenses related to terrorism.

· Training of the investigative structure for terrorist financing, which includes financial investigations;

The State Police has fulfilled its obligations in compliance with the recommendations of the FATF and Moneyval, including transfer of the criminal offense to the competence of the Directorate of Anti-Terrorism, establishment of the Unit for the investigation of "Financing of Terrorism", completion with staff, facilities, work tools, as well as training and efficiency in full capacity. The Terrorism Financing Investigation Unit was established in February 2019 and became operational at full capacity by the end of April 2019.


For 2019, Counter-Terrorism Directorate, referred 6 cases to the Prosecutor's Office for the criminal offense "Financing of Terrorism", provided by Article 230 of the Criminal Code, while in 2018, 5 cases have been referred for "Financing of Terrorism".


For any reference to terrorist or related criminal offenses, there is a parallel financial investigation conducted by the Anti-Terror Directorate.

A total of 11 cases have been referred to the Prosecutor's Office (2018-2019) for the criminal offense of "Terrorist financing", of which in 7 cases parallel investigations have been carried out in cooperation with the FIU.


Regarding the detection and investigation of all aspects of terrorist financing-related offences, the Counter-Terrorism Directorate has exchanged systematic information with FIU, based on a bilateral agreement, where the two institutions have access to each-other databases.
The increase in the exchange of information between the Counter-Terrorism Directorate and FIU, on the verification of financial transactions and risk-based supervision of individuals, NGOs, businesses involved / involved in terrorist financing, is is indicated in the following data:

Year 2018.
· 14 requests for information were sent by the Counter-Terrorism Directorate to FIU.
· 16 information on monetary transactions from FIU to the Counter-Terrorism Directorate
Year 2019

· 44 requests for information were sent by the Counter-Terrorism Directorate for FIU,

· 41 information from FIU for the Counter-Terrorism Directorate.
For the period January-March 2020, 30 pieces of information were exchanged between the Counter-Terrorism Directorate and FIU, as follows:
· 13 requests for information were sent by the Counter-Terrorism Directorate to DPPPP (FIU).

· 17 information were sent by DPPPP (FIU) to the Counter-Terrorism Directorate 
Capacities to conduct financial investigations and reform of the allocation of competences between the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) and Counter Terrorism police  
The Investigative Structures of the Counter-Terrorism Directorate, in order to properly assess the risks and investigate the financing of terrorism, with the support and cooperation of international partners, in addition to the trainings mentioned above, during 2019, has followed a number of specific trainings on investigation methods related to terrorist financing, organized by the OSCE, PAMECA V, UNODC and ICITAP.

· 2018, 4 specific trainings have been developed for the investigation of terrorist financing.

· 2019, 16 specific trainings have been developed for the investigation of terrorist financing.

In February 2020, Albania ended the monitoring period by the Financial Action Task Force (FAFT) and the ICRG in its report concluded that Albania has made positive and tangible progress in the actions included under the IO9 recommendation. Recommended actions considered as key include: understanding the risks of terrorist financing, parallel investigations, systematic approach to FT investigation and terrorism-related offenses.

� Law no. 9669, dated 18.12.2006 "On measures against violence in family relations", amended by Law no. 10329, dated 30.09.2010, amended by Law no. 47/2018.


- Article 13 "Entities that have the right to request a protection order"


- Article 13/1 "Order on immediate precautionary measures"


- Article 14 “Form of Request-Claim”





�Me kete kuptoni “provide with lodging or temporary accommodation?
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